
 

 

Small Cities Council 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Summary of Meeting 
 

Attending: 

Mayor Sammy Hartwick (Chairman) City of Greenbrier 

Mayor Sam Higdon   City of Guy 

Ms. Jennifer Hill (proxy)   City of Haskell 

Ms. Regina Ibbotson (proxy)  City of Lonoke 

Mayor Mike Kemp (Vice-chairman) City of Shannon Hills 

Mayor Terry Mizer   City of Wrightsville 

Ms. Courtney Ruble (proxy)  City of Ward 

Mayor Preston Scroggin  City of Vilonia 

 

Metroplan Staff: 

Casey Covington   Deputy Director 

Susan Markman (Staff to the Council) Senior Planner for Policy 

Tab Townsell    Executive Director 

 

Mayor Sammy Higdon, chairman of the Small Cities Council, called the meeting to order at 

about 11:15 AM. 

 

All agreed that this Council will be intentional in its conduct of meetings, to maintain a 

conversational tone that will encourage the free flow of ideas and discussion. 

 

The only action item for the first meeting was to select three technical/professional staff people 

from among the small cities to serve on the Regional Advisory Committees (RAC). Ideally, the 

appointees would come from the planning and roadway/engineering staff; however, many 

smaller communities are limited in staff availability. The purpose of the appointees is to 

represent not only their own communities, but the entire Small Cities Council. 

 

Three names were put forward: 

 

1. Mary Meyers, Shannon Hills (This is the second representative from Shannon Hills to 

serve on the RAC.) 

2. Tim Tyler, Greenbrier 

3. Angela Patterson, Mayflower 

 

MOTION by Mayor Kemp, second by Ms. Hill 

“To approve the selection of Mary Meyers, Tim Tyler, and Angela Patterson to represent the 

Small Cities Council on the RAC.” 

Discussion: Approval is contingent upon availability to serve. 

PASSED 

 



 

 

Three additional names were offered as alternates, should any of the approved appointees not be 

able to serve. In order of preference: 

 

1. Deborah Staley, Ward 

2. Bob Stubbs, Wooster 

3. Keith Hillman, Vilonia 

 

MOTION by Mayor Kemp, second by Mayor Holland 

“To approve Deborah Staley, Bob Stubbs, and Keith Hillman as alternates to the Regional 

Advisory Committees.” 

PASSED 

 

The discussion that followed was wide ranging and conversational. Small cities have 

commonalities that are not shared by big cities; however, each community is unique with different 

ideas and challenges. Some of the issues that were brought forward include: 

 

• Services that are offered by Metroplan 

 

• Understanding what grant funds – not limited to transportation programs – may be 

available and assistance with obtaining funds (Note: Metroplan can help with identifying 

grant opportunities and reviewing applications.) 

 

• Pros and cons of annexation – what are they, and is it reasonable for a small city to 

annex? 

 

• Encouraging growth while at the same time preparing for growth 

 

Questions that will require further thought and discussion include: 

 

• What do you hope for the Small Cities Council? What do you want to achieve, for the 

region, and also for your community? 

 

• What do you want to get out of the long-range transportation (development of which will 

begin in 2019) – again, both regionally and locally? 

 

There was general agreement to address those questions and others (for example, effective 

participation in the MPO, best planning practices) in a half-day retreat to be held in May (if 

possible). Ms. Markman will follow up on this. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 27th, immediately following the Board of Directors’ meeting. 

 

MOTION by Mayor Scroggin, second by Mayor Holland 

“To adjourn.” 

PASSED  

 

The Small Cities Council adjourned at about noon.  


