
 

 

Small Cities Council 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Summary of Meeting 
 

Attending: 

Mayor Bernadette Chamberlain City of Austin 

Mayor Charles Gastineau  City of Ward 

Mayor Sammy Hartwick (Chairman) City of Greenbrier 

Mayor Sam Higdon   City of Guy 

Ms. Jennifer Hill (proxy)   City of Haskell 

Mayor Terry Mizer   City of Wrightsville 

Mayor Trae Reed   City of Lonoke 

Mayor Terry Don Robinson  City of Wooster 

Mayor Preston Scroggin  City of Vilonia 

 

Metroplan Staff: 

Hans Haustein    GIS Analyst/Planner 

Susan Markman (Staff to the Council) Senior Planner for Policy 

Jeff Runder    Senior Planner for Technical Analysis   

 

1. Call to order 

Mayor Sammy Hartwick, chairman of the Small Cities Council, called the meeting to order at 

about 11:00 AM. 

 

2. Summary of previous meeting 

Two errors were noted: (1) Mayor Robinson was omitted from the attendance roster; (2) 

Mayor Hartwick’s name was misspelled in the first paragraph. 

 

MOTION 

“To approve the summary of January 30, 2019, as corrected.” 

PASSED 

 

3. SCC meeting location 

Meeting in the same conference room as the Executive Committee is problematic for a few 

reasons. 

 

The consensus of the Council was to meet in another location, preferably the training room. 

Susan Markman will follow-up. 

 

4. May mini-retreat 

A mini-retreat for the Executive Committee and Small Cities Council is scheduled for May 16-17. 

Although the itinerary is far from set, we are planning an evening meal on Thursday the 16th at a 

local restaurant, to which everyone is invited. The Small Cities Council will meet on Friday. Details 

will be forthcoming as they become available. 



 

 

 

The Council responded positively to the suggestion of a Small Cities Panel discussion. Prairie Grove 

was suggested as another possible participant in the panel. Suggestions will be passed along to Tab 

Townsell. 

 

5. Benchmark cities 

Ms. Markman briefly reviewed the five cities currently under consideration by the Board for a fall 

benchmarking trip. The full Board will make a final decision at its April 24th meeting, but would 

appreciate knowing the views of the Council. 

 

After some discussion, the consensus of the Council was that either Fresno or Greenville would be 

the most worthwhile trips. Fresno shares some of the same qualities and challenges as central 

Arkansas, and it would be enlightening to see how this distinctly different region approaches its 

planning issues; however, California operates under a completely different set of regulations and 

authorities. Greenville, on the other hand, is part of the south and so would perhaps be more 

relatable in terms of regional commonalities.  

 

6. Services offered 

Jeff Runder and Hans Haustein were introduced to the Council. These two long-time employees 

work in the GIS/mapping section, and also are assigned special projects. They talked about each of 

the services, focusing on those that emanate from their division. These services are included in 

jurisdictions’ annual membership fees. Some services may entail a small fee to cover costs. Mr. 

Runder distributed a list of services offered by Metroplan to its member jurisdictions, which is 

attached to this summary. 

 

The Council enjoyed meeting with Messrs. Runder and Haustein.  Several members said that they 

found the information very informative, and indicated they would like to meet with other staff 

members, as well.  

 

7. Next steps for the Small Cities Council 

The Council discussed the upcoming decennial census. Cities were at various points in preparation 

for the census and all said they would welcome additional information/assistance. 

 

8. Next meeting: Friday, May 17, 2019 

We’ll try to reserve the training room for our meeting. 

 

Jonathan Lupton, Metroplan’s research planner and statistician, will attend the next SCC meeting – 

either the mini-retreat in May or the regular meeting in July – to provide information on services 

and especially to talk about the upcoming census. 

 

9. Adjourn for lunch and MPO 101 

The Small Cities Council adjourned at about noon.  



 

 

 

DATA 

1. Respond to all kinds of questions regarding demographic and economic data  

2. Publish MetroTrends Review & Outlook twice a year 

3. Census assistance 

• Special Census 

• Decennial Census 

• Redistricting 

• Mapping 

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND MAPPING/GIS 

1. Zoning and subdivision 

2. Planning policy review 

3. Planning studies 

• Comprehensive plans 

• Master Street Plans 

• Annexation studies  

• Walkability assessments/plans 

• Bike plans 

4. Public engagement assistance 

5. Promotion via social media  

6. Grants review (including TAP submittal review) 

7. Planning Commission training workshops 

8. General mapping and analysis for cities 

9. Fire Response Areas 

10. Detailed demographic data  

11. Pre-annexation Studies 

12.  Vehicle crash analysis, by corridor 

13. Land Use planning 

14. Corridor analysis and access management plans 

15. Provide crash data/ safety analysis for pedestrian/bike/auto  

16. Traffic demand modeling of proposed projects 

17. General mapping and GIS analysis (not related to census) this covers many things from optimal 

school location and fire station location, watershed analysis, emergency response times, utility 

mapping, and many other topics 

18. Mapping and assistance for Rock Region Metro: system and route maps, walk time to stops, 

service area population estimates, etc. 

 

PROJECT ASSISTANCE 

1. Help to shepherd communities through highway projects 

2. Project management (contract holders) 

3. Allocate funds for projects that fall under Transportation Alternatives Programs (TAP) and 

Systems Optimizations 

 


