
SMALL CITIES COUNCIL

May 26, 2021 •  9:00 AM



AGENDA

1. Call to Order & Welcome

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight

5. Metroplan Update

6. American Rescue Plan

7. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

8. Adjourn

SCC MEMBERS
1. Alexander

2. Austin

3. Bauxite

4. Cammack

Village

5. England

6. Greenbrier

7. Guy 

8. Haskell

9. HS Village

10. Lonoke

11. Mayflower

12. Mount Vernon

13. Shannon Hills

14. Traskwood

15. Vilonia

16. Ward

17. Wooster

18. Wrightsville



INTRODUCTIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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• New faces

• Exciting projects



SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS 
MEETING

March 24, 2021
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SPOTLIGHT ON: LONOKE



MetroPlan’ish

Talking Points 

- Safe Pathways to School Sidewalks

- Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan

- Downtown Parking Study

- Shared Use Path across I-40

- Street Signs and Wayfinding



Safe Pathways to Schools





Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan







Shared Use Path | Hwy 31 Overpass Upgrade





Street Signs & Wayfinding





Goat YOGA



METROPLAN UPDATE

• STBG funding opportunity

• County caucuses

• Model code

• Redistricting

• Board trip timing
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
BLOCK GRANT

• $16.8m total (estimated)

• 20% minimum cash match

• Letter of Intent due June 30

• Application due July 30, 4:00 pm

• 5 Tracts:

• Municipal Street ($500k-3m)

• Rural Street ($500k-3m)

• Bike/Ped ($200k-3m)

• Jump Start ($500k-3m)

• Alternative ($500k-3m)
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COUNTY CAUCUSES

• TODAY at 10:00 AM: 

Pulaski County (Metroplan office)

• Lonoke County Caucus will be 

rescheduled.
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MODEL CODE

• Article 4: Development Standards
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REDISTRICTING

• Required if any ward is 5% or more 
off the mean. Otherwise, optional.

• To request assistance (if you haven’t 
already), email Tab, Casey, and 
Bernadette.

• Info needed:

• Current ward map on file at city hall

• # of wards: maintain, increase, or 
consolidate?

• Keep current council members 
inside their wards? (if yes, need 
addresses)
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2022 BOARD TRIP

• Timing considerations
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AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN:
WHAT’S IN IT 

FOR SMALL CITIES?

• $350B for state and local 

governments

• 100% federal grant (no match)

• NEUs (Non-Entitlement Units of 

Local Government, i.e. cities 

under 50,000 residents) 

allocated separately from metro 

areas.
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AMERICAN 
RESCUE PLAN
IN ARKANSAS

• $216 million to NEUs

• 50% this spring

• 50% one year from first payment

$425 million to cities and 
towns in Arkansas

$560 million to counties

< $1B to state



FUNDS 
TO

NEUS

• NEUs, or non-metro cities (<50k) will 
receive funds as pass-through from state

• $19.53 billion to divide by population 
(approx. $150-200 pp)

• CAP:  Amount per city/town may not 
exceed 75% of its budget for the year on 
January 27, 2020. (DFA will require combine 
all budget documents into one PDF)

• Reporting required quarterly by 
expenditure category.  First report is due 
Oct. 31, 2021.



EXPENSE 
CATEGORIES

Response to public health emergency

Premium pay for essential workers

Revenue loss

Negative economic impacts

Water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure

Indirect costs



OTHER ELIGIBLE 
EXPENSES

• Transfers to special-purpose units of local 

government (fire, water, sewer, or mosquito 

abatement districts)

• Joint projects with other cities/counties

• Assistance to households (food; rent, 

mortgage, utility assistance; counseling and 

legal aid to prevent eviction or 

homelessness; cash assistance; emergency 

assistance for burials, home repairs, 

weatherization)

• Assistance to small business and non-profits 

(loans, grants, employee retention, mortgage, 

rent, utilities, efforts to vaccinate/combat 

spread of COVID)



IMPACT ON TRANSPORTATION

May recipients use funds to invest in infrastructure other than water, sewer, and 
broadband projects (e.g. roads, public facilities)?

Under 602(c)(1)(C) or 603(c)(1)(C), recipients may use funds for maintenance of 
infrastructure or pay-go spending for building of new infrastructure as part of 
the general provision of government services, to the extent of the estimated 
reduction in revenue due to the public health emergency.

Under 602(c)(1)(A) or 603(c)(1)(A), a general infrastructure project typically would not 
be considered a response to the public health emergency and its negative economic 
impacts unless the project responds to a specific pandemic-related public health need 
(e.g., investments in facilities for the delivery of vaccines) or a specific negative economic 
impact of the pandemic (e.g., affordable housing in a Qualified Census Tract). 

- Arkansas Municipal League, American Rescue Plan FAQ, p. 9



INELIGIBLE EXPENSES

• Reduction in revenue due to tax cuts/law changes

• Pension contributions

• Debt payments



NEXT STEPS

Format 2021 budget 

for submission to DFA 

(merge into one PDF)

Get purchase orders 

for equipment 

(3 quotes)

Start bidding contracts 

for projects

The early bird gets the 

worm!



AMERICAN 
RESCUE PLAN
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

The Arkansas Municipal League has 
established an American Rescue Plan 
Team to support cities.

Weekly calls on Wednesdays at 2:00 PM, 
starting June 2nd 

Webpage: 
www.arml.org/resources/american-rescue-plan

Email for American Rescue Plan questions: 
arp@arml.org

http://www.arml.org/resources/american-rescue-plan
mailto:arp@arml.org


AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN
RESOURCES

• https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-
state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-
funds

• https://www.nlc.org/covid-19-pandemic-response/#arp

• https://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc/publications-and-
resources/american-rescue-plan-act-of-2021.aspx

• https://www.planningreport.com/2021/03/11/bruce-katz-american-
rescue-plan-preparing-cities-equitable-recovery

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-funds
https://www.nlc.org/covid-19-pandemic-response/#arp
https://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc/publications-and-resources/american-rescue-plan-act-of-2021.aspx
https://www.planningreport.com/2021/03/11/bruce-katz-american-rescue-plan-preparing-cities-equitable-recovery


NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 
WED, JULY 28, 2021 @ 9AM

MODEL CODE WORK 
SESSIONS

(before full board meeting)

• Individual meetings with first-
round adopter cities

• Mayor, Council, Planning Commission, 
key personnel
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THANK YOU!

Contacts:

Mayor Sammy Hartwick, President

City of Greenbrier

501-679-2422

gbmayor@cityofgreenbrierar.com 

Mayor Mike Kemp, Vice President

City of Shannon Hills

501-455-2003

shannonhillsmayor@aristotle.net

Bernadette Rhodes

Metroplan

501-372-3300 (office)

501-553-7295 (cell)

brhodes@metroplan.org
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