
SMALL CITIES COUNCIL

November 16, 2022 •  9:00 AM



AGENDA

1. Call to Order 

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight on England

5. Metroplan Updates

6. Nomination of 2023-2024 SCC Officers

7. Grants Update

8. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

9. Adjourn

SCC MEMBERS
1. Alexander
2. Austin
3. Bauxite
4. Cammack 

Village
5. England
6. Greenbrier
7. Guy 
8. Haskell
9. HS Village

10. Keo
11. Lonoke
12. Mayflower
13. Mount Vernon
14. Shannon Hills
15. Traskwood
16. Vilonia
17. Ward
18. Wooster
19. Wrightsville



INTRODUCTIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight on England

5. Metroplan Updates

6. Nomination of 2023-2024 SCC Officers

7. Grants Update

8. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

9. Adjourn

• Projects

• Updates

• Successes

• Challenges

• January Community Spotlight?



SUMMARY OF 
PREVIOUS MEETING

September 28, 2022

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight on England

5. Metroplan Updates

6. Nomination of 2023-2024 SCC Officers

7. Grants Update

8. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

9. Adjourn



COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight on England

5. Metroplan Updates

6. Nomination of 2023-2024 SCC Officers

7. Grants Update

8. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

9. Adjourn

















METROPLAN UPDATES

• Special Board Meeting today 
at 10:00 AM

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight on England

5. Metroplan Updates

6. Nomination of 2023-2024 SCC Officers

7. Grants Update

8. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

9. Adjourn



SMALL CITIES COUNCIL 
2023-2024

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

• President

• Vice PresidentAGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight on England

5. Metroplan Updates

6. Nomination of 2023-2024 SCC Officers

7. Grants Update

8. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

9. Adjourn



Grants Update

Caran Curry
Senior Grants Counsel
November 15, 2022 



ACT 224 Police Stipend Accounting 
• Must have an appropriation before distribution (sample)

Didn’t do one – do it now, better than not doing one

• Within 180 days of payment, if person resigned and goes to another Ark. 
police agency as a full-time commissioned officer or retires – no payback

• Fired or resigns to work elsewhere – must pay the money back

• How to pay back determined on a case by case basis
CSA/CenterPoint – work with them

Happens before 2023, city to pay DFA for FICA & Medicare (7.65%); adjust the 
next 941 withholding report

•



DUNS is Done 

As of April 2022, Feds no longer use a 
DUNS Number

Only use UEI’s - Unique Entity Identifier 

To differentiate/track entities, feds 
assign a tracking # – 12 character, 
alpha numeric 



SAM/UEI Validation 
Do this NOW – do not wait
www.sam.gov
Duns# – UEI# - Unique Entity Identifier 
One time validation
Need: physical address
Invoices (have water co. send special bill)
Incorporation papers
Mayor’s Notarized Letter to appoint SAM Administrator

(AML has a sample)

Validation – once
Activation – yearly or you will have to validate again  
Does not cost any money - free 

http://www.sam.gov/


Validate a UEI?  
Treasury is making every entity validate (provide certain 
documentation) its existence and prove that it is an actual entity  

WHY? By requiring validation (documentation), the U.S. Government is 
trying to ensure that fraudulent organizations cannot register and get 
funding 

NOW. Yesterday, preferably. Do not wait!
• START EARLY

• Can take up to 4 months
• The process may take a while, especially if the registration/validation gets 

“bounced back.”



Pro-Tip: Keep It Public
When setting it up the SAM Search Authorization do not mark 
the record as “Private” because the records won’t appear in 
the search display and grantors cannot find it

If you keep it “public” and allow the Search Authorization, you 
can perform a public search to find an entity registration

• Go to SAM.gov.
• Utilize the search box to describe what you are looking for. 
• The initial results will show Active registrations ONLY. 

• Filter through Quick Search results by Record Status (Active/Inactive) or 
by Record Type (Entity Registration/Exclusion).

• When you find the entity record, the registration status will be at the 
top right. 

• Click “View Details.”



Documents Needed 



SAM/UEI Validation 

Questions??

20-minute video 

Caleb Alexander-McKinzie
Legal and Grants Counsel
Arkansas Municipal League
calexander@arml.org
501-978-6132

mailto:calexander@arml.org


Broadband Challenge Grant 

AKA Rural Connect 
ARPA funded 
Recorded Webinar 
New On-line Application Portal  
Round II 
Match required 





ARPA Rescue Update 
“New” Rules:  

Fed. Procurement does NOT apply to 
Revenue Replacement Expenditure 
Category!!!

Fed. Procurement does apply to all other 
eligible uses:  Water, Sewer, Broadband, 
mitigate the health & economic impact of 
COVID, etc.  



ARPA Rescue Update 

How are you spending your funding?

One and done? Employee Expenses?        

Two and done?



ARPA Rescue Update 

How are you spending your funding?

Premium Pay
Recommended use Rev. Repl. 

and give bonuses (if you are going to do it) 
Still must be reasonable     



• Supply Chain Issues
• Hyper Inflation – Costs 

(Ex. Generator $48K to $79K)
• Construction – Longer Bid Period 
to get more bids 

• Engineers – Procure properly
• Advertisements – federal 
requirements

• UGG Appendix II 
• Every entity wants $$$$$
• Written grant & accounting 
policies 

• Premium Pay to elected officials
Fix – pay from City funds   

Issues



Speaking of Help



Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (2021)

30

Arkansas to receive an est. $4 billion over 5 years



• 375 unique programs at over a dozen federal 
agencies

• 125 new programs across 9 federal agencies 
representing +/- 25% of total spend

• 38% of funding contains provisions for 
expanded federal cost share for rural and 
disadvantaged communities

• Build.gov

Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act 
(IIJA)



What is BABA?
• Build America/Buy America 
• A part of the Infrastructure and Jobs Act 

(Nov. 2021)
• Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, Infrastructure 

Act – A once-in-a-generation investment in 
our nation’s infrastructure 

• Historic opportunity to increase domestic 
manufacturing with this game-changing law



Iron and Steel Requirements

• All iron and steel used in covered projects 
must be produced in the US

• This means ALL manufacturing processes, 
from the initial melting stage through the 
application of coatings occurred in the US.



Infrastructure Examples
• Roads, highways, and 

bridges
• Public transportation
• Dams, ports, harbors, 

and other maritime 
facilities

• Intercity passenger and 
freight railroads

• Airports
• Water systems
• Electrical transmission 

facilities and systems
• Utilities
• Broadband infrastructure
• Buildings and real 

property



BABA Covers

• Applies to federal financial assistance 
awards (e.g., grants and loans) made after 
May 14, 2022 that will be used to:
• Construct
• Alter, 
• Maintain, or 
• Repair infrastructure in the US 



Construction Materials Requirements

• All construction materials used in covered 
projects (public works) are manufactured in 
the US.

• This means that all manufacturing 
processes for the construction material 
occurred in the US



Online Resources
• BuyAmerican.gov
• MadeinAmerica.gov  (OMB)
• NLC.org
• https://www.fema.gov/grants/policy-

guidance/buy-america
• https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-

room/2022/04/20/how-build-america-buy-
america-guidance-strengthens-made-in-
america-requirements/



State ARPA Funds –
Water/Sewer Projects

Pass through from the Arkansas Natural Resources 
Division (ANRD)

Due Date:  Nov. 4 at 4 PM

Received over 900 applications 

Announced:  Dec. 2

Amounts:  Up to $5 Million



State ARPA Funds –
Water/Sewer Projects

EPIC Water Navigator 

Announcement soon

Assistance with W/WW applications 



Meet the Funders – Nov. 29, 2 PM



AML Grants Program Updates  
• Added an attorney part-time primary focus is water/wastewater 

grants/loans, etc. (Caleb Alexander-McKinsey) 
• Add a paralegal as of Jan. 1 (grant searches)
• On-demand training + certifications - soon
• Upcoming trainings:

• Build America/Buy America (Infrastructure Act) 
• Grant Access Demonstration (free with NLC) Feb.?

• Meet the Funders
• Currently recording ARND’s Debbie Dickson State Revolving Fund 



New Cybersecurity Grant

Ark. FT 22 $3.1M + match (hard or soft)

Cybersecurity Plan (statewide)

Statewide assessment

Based on assessment; up to $1K solution

Lots of training for all 



Equity Paragraphs 
Biden Administration often requires information on equity input.  
Describe how community engagement strategies support their 
equity goals, including engagement with communities that have 
historically faced significant barriers to services, such as people 
of color, people with low incomes, limited English proficient 
populations, and other traditionally underserved groups 



















NLC 
Grants

Program 

Grant Access, a Members’ Only Benefit.

Grants Data Base Access to over 10,000 grant 
opportunities, combination of Fed, State and 
Regional
Over 1K grant sources, updated daily
Search 21 categories by Funder types or 
Funder 
Ability to personalize Grant Alerts
Each NLC City gets one login

For Grant Access program info contact
Emily Collins
NLC Senior Associate, Strategic Partnerships
202-626-3139



NLC 
Grants

Program 

New benefits!

Lexipol’s Digital’s Grant Access Grant Writing 
Services – NLC members receive 25% off 
normal rates

Complete Grant Application Service – Normal 
Rate: $5K per grant application, per project, 
per single applicant NLC Member Rate: $3K

Custom Grant Research – Normal Rate: $1K 
NLC Member Rate: $750



NLC 
Bootcamp 
Program 

Bella Vista

Benton

Bentonville

Bryant

Bentonville

Bryant

Camden

Centerton

Clarendon

Dermott

Eureka Springs

Fayetteville

Fort Smith

Fulton

Glenwood

Hazen

Heber Springs

Forrest City

Highland

Hot Springs

Lonoke

Lowell

Luxora

McCrory

Menifee

Mulberry

NLR

Pea Ridge

Siloam Springs

Texarkana

Tontitown

Vilonia

West Memphis

Wilmot

Wynne



Thank you so much

Caran Curry
ccurry@arml.org
501-517-0416



AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. Community Spotlight on England

5. Metroplan Updates

6. Nomination of 2023-2024 SCC Officers

7. Grants Update

8. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

9. Adjourn

DECEMBER MEETINGS

• Wednesday, December 14, 2022
Jacksonville Community Center
 9:00 AM: Small Cities Council

focus on UDO

 10:00 AM: Metroplan Board



THANK YOU!

Contacts:

Mayor Sammy Hartwick, President
City of Greenbrier
501-679-2422
gbmayor@cityofgreenbrierar.com 

Mayor Mike Kemp, Vice President
City of Shannon Hills
501-455-2003
shannonhillsmayor@aristotle.net

Bernadette Rhodes
Metroplan
501-372-3300 (office)
501-553-7295 (cell)
brhodes@metroplan.org
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