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Count on Surprises from Census 2000

In early 2001, the Census Bureau will begin publishing the results of Census 2000. We will finally
get answers to questions like “How rapidly is Conway growing?” or “Is Pulaski County growing at all?”
Census Bureau and Metroplan population estimates may help answer these questions. The table below
shows estimates available at present for the three largest cities in central Arkansas:

1998 represents the most recent year for which Census Bureau estimates are available. Nonethe-
less, the Census Bureau and Metroplan estimates show substantially different trends. While both suggest
similar growth trends for Conway, they show differing trends for the other two cities.

Census Estimates - Four Percent Means a Lot of People

The Census Bureau makes population estimates based on administrative records - for example, birth
and death records from state health departments and IRS records on migration.

After the 1990 Census, demographers examined estimates the Census Bureau had made during the
1980's to see how accurate they had been. For counties and cities with over 50,000 population, the
Census estimates had an average error of 4.0 percent. With cities from 5,000 to 50,000 population, the
average error was 7.1 percent. For places with under 5,000 population, the estimates were off by an average
of 19 percent.” Even with counties and the larger cities, the 4.0 percent difference can mean thousands of
people, and often the difference between growth and decline.

' Long, John F. “Postcensal Population Estimates: States, Counties, and Places.” Working paper presented to American
Statistical Association at annual meeting, August 1993,
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Metroplan recently completed projections for the future population of the central Arkansas region as
part of its Metro 2025 Plan Update. The projections show that overall population will grow from 513,117

(official 1990 census count) to 762,500 in 2025, an increase of
nearly 49 percent. As this regional population grows, its struc-
ture will change. The two pyramid charts at right show the region’s
population breakdown by age in 1990 and 2025.

As you can see, the shape of the pyramid will change sig-
nificantly. Above all, the average age will increase. The MSA’s
median age will shift upward markedly, from 32.2 in 1990 to
36.9 by 2025. The greatest population increase will occur in
persons aged 50 and over. This group will more than double in
size, from 122,377 persons in 1990 to 254,332 persons by 2025,
growing from 23.8 percent of the region’s total population in
1990 to 33.4 percent by 2025. Other age groups will also grow
in absolute terms, but will account for a smaller proportion of
the total in 2025.

1990 and 2025 Median Age
Little Rock-North Little Rock MSA

Faulkner Lonoke  Pulaski Saline MSA

1990 29.8 325 323 334 322
2025 33.4 40.4 37.0 38.2 36.9

As the table above shows, Faulkner County will retain the
youngest population in the region, while Lonoke County may
have the highest median age by 2025.

1990 and 2025 Population by Race
Little Rock-North Little Rock MSA

1990 2025
Total % of Total Total % of Total

White 405,900 79.1 570,900 74.9
Nonwhite 107,236 20.9 191,630 25.1
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Chart 6
1990 LR-NLR MSA
Population by Age and Sex
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Chart 7
2025 LR-NLR MSA

Population by Age and Sex
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As the table and chart above show, the region’s ethnic mix will also change somewhat. According to
the projections, the region’s white population will grow in absolute terms from 1990 to 2025, but the
white share of the total will decline somewhat. Nonwhite population will grow more rapidly in absolute

terms, increasing its share of the total by 2025.
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When will Census 2000 numbers become available?

1. Overall population counts for the U.S.A. and all states will be made public after they are deliv-
ered to the President on or before January 1, 2001.

2. Population data on race and ethnicity by census block (PL-94-171) will be released on or before
April 1, 2001.

3. The Census Bureau will release other products on a flow basis from june, 2001 through Septem-
ber, 2003.

4. For further background on Census 2000, go to http://www.census.gov/dmd/www/genfag.htm.
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The table on page 11 (lower right) shows the vital statistics of population in the central Arkansas
region during the past decade. The columns of numbers depict population change and the causes of
population change - births, deaths, and estimated migration trends. The final column shows natural
increase, or the change in population resulting from births and deaths. For the central Arkansas region,
population growth was slow but steady, driven primarily by natural increase - the excess of births over deaths.

The region grew by nearly 49,000 persons during the decade, with over 34,000 of this growth owing
to natural increase. Migration into the region accounted for nearly 15,000 persons, or about 29.6 per-
cent of overall growth. The region’s growth rate of about 9.3 percent was slightly below overall US
population growth during the same period (about 10.2 percent).

Natural increase has been the primary driving force behind central Arkansas population growth.
The pace of natural increase appears to be slowing, owing to two trends: a slowly rising rate of deaths,
and a slowly declining rate of births.

The local rise in mortality has somewhat exceeded national trends in several recent years, as
shown in the chart below. US mortality rates have declined slightly since about 1993. Note that the
chart conveys estimated crude mortality rates, or total deaths occurring per 1,000 population. These
figures are not adjusted for age, sex or other factors. As the population ages, it is likely that crude
mortality rates will slowly rise, or hold steady at best. This is because the higher proportion of the
population is moving into age groups at higher risk of death.

Chart 8
Crude Death Rates Compared
LR-NLR MSA vs. USA
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While mortality has been slowly rising, fertility has been slowly falling. Once again, the figures
used here are “crude” figures, based on births per 1,000 population with no adjustments for age or sex.
The decline in birth rate across the 1990’ owes more to aging of the population than other factors; the
large baby boom generation is aging past child-bearing years.
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With deaths rising and births decreasing simultaneously, the region’s future population growth from
natural increase is likely to slow. Overall population growth will also diminish, unless the rate of in-
migration from other areas increases. '

U.S. population growth is also slowing, with more of the population moving into older age groups
which are generally more settled and less geographically mobile. Therefore, the pool of people likely to
migrate into central Arkansas may also diminish. For this reason, the region’s rate of in-migration is also
likely to slow down in coming years.

Chart 9
Crude Birth Rates Compared
LR-NLR MSA vs. USA
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Components of Population Change
January April Percent Net Natural
County 2000 1990 Change  Change Migration  Births Deaths Increase
Faulkner 81,123 60,006 21,117 35.2 16,271 9,794 4,948 4,846
Lonoke 52,113 39,268 12,845 32.7 10,702 6,016 3,873 2,144
Pulaski 359,682 360,000 -318 -0.1  -24,525 55,644 31,437 24,207
Saline 79,137 64,183 14,954 233 11,926 8,811 5,783 3,028
MSA 572,055 523,457 48,598 9.3 14,375 80,264 46,041 34,224

Sources: Metroplan, US Bureau of the Census. Birth and death figures represent period from April 1990 to January 1,2000.
Birth and death data provided by Arkansas Department of Health. 1999 birth and death components are provi-
sional. Final tallies wiil be available later this year. 1999 death data are extrapolations by Metroptan based on
trends 1990-1998.
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Slow but steady population growth will continue in the region. Downtown Little Rock will grow for
the first time in decades owing to the construction of over 200 new apartment units during 1999 and
2000. With a successful lease-up trend thus far, further residential growth may occur, and spread across
the river to North Little Rock.

The prevailing trend of out-migration from the region’s core cities to the periphery will continue,
although the trend appears to be slowing. Itis possible that increasing average age is the primary factor
behind declining geographic mobility, reflecting national trends.” The release of 2000 census numbers
early next year will be the biggest demographic news, giving a more complete picture of where the
region stands at the dawn of the new millenium.

11997 Population Profile of the United States, US Census Bureau, September 1998.
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