


Analysis ot City and County Population Growth
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Cabot

Austin

Ward

Lonoke

England

Carlisle

Small communities
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Total

Pulaski Countv

North Little Rock
Jacksonville
Sherwood
Maumelle
Unincorporated (N)
Total North of the River

Little Rock

Cammack Village

Alexander

Wrightsville

Unincorporated (S)
Total South of the River

Total Unincorporated
Total

Saline Countv

Benton

Bryant

Shannon Hills

Haskell

Traskwood

Bauxite

Unincorporated
Total

MSA Total

Little Rock - North Little Rock MSA

1990 - 2000
Official Census Official Census Absolute Change Percent Change
1990 2000 1990-2000 1990-2000

26,481 43,167 16,686 63.0
2,130 3,042 912 42.8
1,415 1,631 216 15.3
1,133 2,106 973 85.9
414 516 102 24.6
723 1,535 812 112.2
28,433 34,017 5,584 19.6
60,006 86,014 26,008 43.3
8,319 15,261 6,942 83.4
235 605 370 157.4
1,269 2,580 1,311 103.3
4,022 4,287 265 6.6
3,351 2,972 -379 -11.3
2,253 2,304 51 2.3
795 758 -37 -4.7
19,024 24,061 5,037 26.5
39,268 52,828 13,560 34.5
61,741 60,433 -1,308 -2.1
29,101 29,916 815 2.8
18,893 21,511 2,618 13.9
6,714 10,557 3,843 57.2
29,845 29,706 -139 -0.5
146,294 152,123 5,829 4.0
175,795 183,133 7,338 4.2
828 831 3 0.4

201 614 413 205.5
1,062 1,368 306 28.8
25,480 23,405 -2,075 -8.1
203,366 209,351 5,985 2.9
55,325 53,111 -2,214 -4.0
349,660 361,474 11,814 3.4
18,177 21,906 3,729 20.5
5,269 9,764 4,495 85.3
1,755 2,005 250 14.2
1,342 2,645 1,303 97.1
488 548 60 12.3
412 432 20 4.9
36,740 46,229 9,489 25.8
64,183 83,529 19,346 30.1
513.117 583.845 70.728 13.8
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Where the Growing is Good

Almost all of the cities within
the four-county Little Rock-North
Little Rock region gained popu-
lation during the 1990’s. The
chart below shows growth by per-
centamong the larger cities of the
region. As you can see, the city
of Bryant in Saline County
grabbed the top spot, with 85.3
percent population growth.
Cabot was not far behind, with
83.4 percent growth. In many
ways, however, the greatest
growth trend was in Conway,
which ranked third among the
larger cities at 63.0 percent.
Conway had the greatest absolute
population growth in the region,
with a net gain of 16,686 persons.
Little Rock ranked second, gain-
ing a total of 7,338 persons, fol-
lowed closely by Cabot (+6,942)
and Bryant (+4,495).

There are, however, 36 in-
corporated communities within
the four-county Little Rock-
North Little Rock MSA. The ma-
jority of these are small commu-
nities of under 5,000 persons. As
the chart below shows, many of
these towns actually grew at a
faster rate than the larger cities,
although the absolute amount of
growth was smaller. As you can
see, the City of Alexander in Sa-
line and Pulaski Counties actually
had the fastest growth by percent,
owing primarily to large-scale
annexation. Large annexations
also occurred in some of the other
communities listed below, in-
cluding Austin, Ward, and
Wrightsville, and helped account
for much of the population
growth.
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Demographic Review & QUtlook

City Population Growth by Percent 1990 - 2000
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Population Change on the Map 1990-2000

The centerfold map on pages 8-9 shows population change in the four-county Central Arkansas
region. As you can see, growth was generally faster around the region’s periphery than in the center.
Growth has also generally been greatest in a westward and northwestward direction from the center.

Faulkner Countv

Every census tract within this county recorded some population growth from 1990 to 2000. Growth
was fairly slow in eastern parts of Conway, which is already built-out. Growth was fastest in western
Conway, where tract 305 gained 5,000 persons, a growth of about 180 percent. South and southwestern
Conway also grew very rapidly, where tract 310 roughly doubled in ten years. Although Conway will
continue its rapid growth in the future, it is likely that aging of the population, empty-nesting, and other
factors will cause some population decline in central and eastern parts of the city in the near future.
Growth was also rapid in and near Vilonia in eastern Faulkner County and around Wooster and Green-
“brier in northern Faulkner County.

Lonoke Countv

Overall growth in Lonoke County was second fastest in the four-county region, despite population
decline in the county’s rural southern and eastern areas. The growth was greatest in and near Cabot,
which recorded unprecedented housing growth to become a significant bedroom community within the
region. Fast growth will continue in the hilly areas of northwestern Lonoke County until the area is fully
built-out within one or two decades.

Pulaski Countv

The predominant trend was growth in western Little Rock, Maumelle, and unincorporated areas of
western Pulaski County, much like during previous decades. Tract 42.06 in western Little Rock grew by
about 60 percent, adding about 9,000 persons in Chenal Valley and environs. Growth was also fast in
tract 42.07, just south of Chenal Parkway, with a gain of about 51 percent.

However, population decline crept westward across Little Rock as empty-nesting and other trends
reduced household sizes. Decline pushed slightly west of 1-430 into tracts 22.04, 24.05 and 41.03,
including eastern parts of the Pleasant Valley neighborhood. Population decline will creep farther west
in coming years.

Southern and eastern Pulaski County experienced continued population decline. There was, how-
ever, some growth near Baucum and Scott in eastern North Little Rock, where new subdivisions are
developing.

Growth slowed dramatically north of the Arkansas River from 1990 to 2000, with the exception of
Maumelle. Fast growth in northern Sherwood and slight gains in central North Little Rock and northern
Jacksonville were offset by decline in northern and eastern parts of the county.

Several in-town and close-in neighborhoods continued to grow or reversed past decline. The
biggest surprise was the Baring Cross area of North Little Rock (tract 30), which grew by 12 percent
from 1990 to 2000. Tracts 33.03 and 33.04 (Lakewood and Park Hill) also registered slight gains. In
Little Rock, the Riverdale and Hillcrest areas recorded modest growth, while downtown also grew
as described on page 1.

(continued, see Change, page 11)
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New Census Designated Places for 2000

There are several small communities within the metropolitan area which are not incorporated
cities. Several of these, like Gibson and Gravel Ridge in Pulaski County, have been counted in previous
censuses. The Census Bureau calls them CDP’s (Census Designated Places). In 2000, the Census
Bureau for the first time removed size requirements for counting these places. We now have counts for
many more of these small communities in the region. Please remember that, since they are not incorpo-
rated, these places have no city limits. The population counts represent approximate boundaries based
on visible geographic features like roads and streams.

Name I acation 2000 Panulatinn
College Station Southeastern Pulaski County 766
uipson Northern Pulaskr € ountv 4 A7R
Hensley Southeastern Pulaski C.ountv 150
IMICAIMont Northeastern Pulaski Countv 19779
>alem Central Saline C.ountv 2 789
>weet HHome Southeastern Pulaski C.ountv 1.070

*The total population for the Hot Springs Village CDP is 8,397; the larger portion lies in Garland County outside the Little
Rock-North Little Rock MSA.

Change (continued from page 10)

Saline County

Fast growth was recorded across most of Saline County. The biggest surprise was the 26 percent
growth that occurred in unincorporated areas, exceeding census and Metroplan estimates. Bryant re-
corded the fastest population growth among the region’s larger cities, while Benton also registered gains
overall. Population growth was very fast in Hot Springs Village within tract 105.02, which helps to
explain why the map appears to show growth across western Saline County where much land actually
remains undeveloped.

Empty-nesting and aging of the population are beginning to hit Saline County, which already has the
highest median age (36.8) within the Little Rock-North Little Rock MSA (average median age 34.7). This
factor helps to explain slight population loss in tract 101.01 (central Benton). In coming years, empty-
nesting will hit Saline County population trends in a major way.
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