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New Metropolitan Geography in Arkansas

On June 6, 2003, the Office of Management and Budget announced the designation of new metro-
politan areas under a revised set of standards. The Little Rock-North Little Rock metropolitan region
expanded from four counties to six. This action added Grant and Perry Counties to the region, raising its
Census 2000 population to 610,518, compared with 583,845 before. The new six-county metropolitan
area ranks 77th in size within the U.S.A. Under the old standards, the region had ranked 74th.

There were several other changes to metropolitan areas in Arkansas:
e There is now a Hot Springs Metropolitan Area, consisting of Garland County

e The Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers MSA expanded to four counties by adding Madison County,
Arkansas, and McDonald County, Missouri.

e The Pine Bluff MSA expanded to three counties, adding Cleveland and Lincoln counties,
Arkansas.

e The Fort Smith MSA expanded to five counties, adding Franklin County, Arkansas, and LeFlore
County, Oklahoma. (See related articles on pages 4 and 5.)

e The Jonesboro MSA expanded to two counties, adding Poinsett County.
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Poonulation Estimates tor 2003

Four-County Little Rock - North Little Rock MSA

Faulkner Countv

Conway

Greenbrier

Mayflower

Vilonia

Wooster

Small communities

Unincorporated
Total

Lonoke Countv

Cabot

Austin

Ward

Lonoke

England

Carlisle

Small communities

Unincoporated
Total

Pulacki Cointv

North Little Rock
Jacksonville
Sherwood
Maumelle
Unincorporated (N)

Total North of the River

Little Rock
Cammack Village
Alexander*
Wrightsville
Unincorporated (S)

Total South of the River

Total Unincorporated
Total

Saline Countv

Benton

Bryant

Shannon Hills

Haskell

Alexander*

Traskwood

Bauxite

Unincorporated
Total

4-Countv MSA Tatal

" 1IE Uity Ul Aexdliuer nas poruons incorporated 1n both Pulaski and Saline Counties.

<

2000 & 2003
Change Percent Change
2000 2003 2000-2003 2000-2003
43,167 47,448 4,281 9.9
3,042 3,331 289 9.5
1,631 1,727 96 5.9
2,106 2,474 368 17.5
516 543 27 5.2
1,535 1,583 48 3.1
34,017 35,384 1,367 4.0
86,014 92,490 6,476 7.5
15,261 17,380 2,119 13.9
605 654 49 8.1
2,580 2,813 233 9.0
4,287 4,391 104 2.4
2,972 2,871 -101 -3.4
2,304 2,318 14 0.6
758 748 -10 -1.3
24,061 25,538 1,477 6.1
52,828 56,713 3,885 7.4
60,433 61,060 627 1.0
29,916 30,378 462 1.5
21,511 22,497 986 4.6
10,557 12,646 2,089 19.8
29,706 29,762 56 0.2
152,123 156,343 4,220 2.8
183,133 185,460 2,327 1.3
831 831 0 0.0
174 174 0 0.0
1,368 1,325 -43 -3.1
23,845 23,890 45 0.2
209,351 211,680 2,329 1.1
53,551 53,652 101 0.2
361,474 368,023 6,549 1.8
21,906 23,290 1,384 6.3
9,764 11,265 1,501 15.4
2,005 2,072 67 3.3
2,645 3,006 361 13.6
440 472 32 7.3
548 564 16 2.9
432 437 5 1.2
45,789 48,906 3,117 6.8
83,529 90,012 6,483 7.8
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Poonulation Estimates tor lanuary 1, 2003

The figures at left show Metroplan’s latest population estimates. The latest figures include three
“firsts.” The four-county region passed the 600,000 mark for the first time, while both Faulkner and
Saline County both surpassed 90,000. The region continued to grow at an annualized rate of about 1.4
percent. A small population gain in North Little Rock can be attributed to an annexation and the addition
of new multifamily housing units.

Next year, in the 2004 issue of the Demographic Review and Outlook, Metroplan will publish its
first estimates for the new six-county Little Rock-North Little Rock metro area, including Grant and Perry
counties.

School Enroliment Demographics 1in 2003

The figures at right show continuation of school enrollment trends begun during the 1970’s, with
slight enroliment decline in Pulaski County contrasted with growth in outlying counties. Enroliment
growth overall is slowing for demographic reasons. Saline County enrollments have dropped slightly
since 2000, probably owing to a comparative lack of
children in the youngest age groups. Lonoke County’s LR-NLR MSA
population structure shows similar characteristics, Public School Enrollment
which might yield enrollment decline in the near

future for the same reasons. 2000-2001 2002-2003  Percent

CAvinth Crhnnl Vaar Crhnan! Vaar (Chanas
The chart below shows public school enrollment ¢ /1 her 14,362 14,818 37
as a proportion of total enrollment. As you can see,
public school participation ran above the national av- Lonoke 10,697 10,857 1.8
erage during the 1970’s and 1980’s, but by 2000 had ~ Pulaski 51,782 51,448 -0.6
dropped slightly below average. Nonetheless, in 2000  Saline 12,201 12,193 -0.1
public schools educated 86 percent of the region’s  MsATotal 89,042 89,346 0.3

young people, or more than four students in five.

K-12 Public School Enrollment
as Percent of Total Enrollment 1970 - 2000
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Sources: Table - Arkansas Department of Education (http://www.as-is.org).
Chart - Statistical Ahstract of the Unites States 2002. US National Center for Education Statistics.
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The New I ittle Rock-North Little KOCK Metropolitan Area

The following table compares some key statistics for the new six-county Little Rock-North Little

Population
2000 Census

National Rank
Population

Median Age 2000

Median Household
Income 1999

Land Area

Total Personal
Income 2001

Per Capita Personal
Income 2001

Four County MSA

583,845
21.8 percent of state

74th

34.7
$39,145

3,005 square miles
5.6 percent of state

$17.0 billion
27.8 percent of state

$28,845

Sources: Bureau of the Census, Bureau of Economic Analysis

Rock MSA. It adds Grant and Perry counties, which include the cities of Sheridan and Perryville.

Six County MSA

610,518
22.8 percent of state

77th

34.8
$39,000 (est.)

4,198 square miles
7.9 percent of state

$17.6 billion
28.7 percent of state

$28,457
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The New Little Rock-North Little Rock-Pine Blutt
Combined Statistical Area

The new metropolitan standards did more than enlarge several metropolitan areas in Arkansas.
They also created a new Combined Statistical Area comprising the Little Rock-North Little Rock and Pine
Bluff MSA, along with the new Searcy Micropolitan Area. The three regions were combined based on
commuting links. The figures below give further background on this ten-county region.
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little Rock - North Little Rock - Pine Bluff Combined Statistical Area

Population 785,024
2000 Census 29.4 percent of state

Land Area 7,325 square miles

13.8 percent of state

Total Personal $20.97 billion
Income 2001 34.2 percent of state

Per Capita Personal $26,447
Income 2001
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2003 bemograpnic outiook

The demographic and economic data suggest that regional population growth continues and may
have accelerated since 2000. With unemployment running two full percentage points below the na-
tional average and preliminary signs of renewal in local job growth, the regional economy appears

sounder than the U.S.

Demographically, the biggest news is that data continue to suggest a turnaround in Pulaski County’s
twenty-year trend of net out-migration. While the foreign-born population is below the national aver-
age, it grew nearly twice as rapidly as foreign-born populations nationwide during the 1990’s. Interna-
tional migration, much of it from Latin America, may be the driving force behind renewed population

growth in Pulaski County.

The region’s outlying communities will continue growing at a more rapid pace. Linear trend analy-
sis suggests that Faulkner County could pass 100,000 population by 2006 and Saline County will reach
100,000 by 2009, if current trends continue.
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