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2005 Demographic Review and Outlook

Population Estimates for January 1, 2005
The six-county central Arkansas region has grown by over 39,000 persons since the year 2000, a

growth rate of about 6.1 percent. This pace compares with total U.S. population growth of about 4.9
percent over the same period."

The map (below) shows total population growth by county in two five-year intervals, 1995-2000
and 2000-2005. Broadly speaking, trends resemble the recent past, with slow growth in the central
area and faster growth in Saline, Faulkner and Lonoke Counties. There have been minor recent varia-
tions, however. Saline County growth has picked up since 2000, probably spurred by the nearly-com-
plete widening of the 1-30 corridor to six lanes as far as Benton. Growth in Faulkner County, while
still fast (over 13 percent 2000-2005) has slowed a bit from the previous decade. Pulaski County
continues to grow slowly, but has increased its pace slightly since 2000.
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Demogranhic Outlook

Mid-decade finds population growing steadily in the Little Rock-North Little Rock MSA. A num-
ber of Special Censuses will be conducted in central Arkansas during 2006 and 2007, giving useful
data on a few of the faster-growing cities. Elsewhere, estimating population accurately will become a
growing challenge until 2010 census figures are released in early 2011.

Faulkner County population will probably cross the 100,000 mark by about 2007, and Saline
County will pass the same threshold a few years later. The housing permit trend from January through
April 2005 shows that the region’s construction boom in single-family and multi-family housing con-
tinues in most cities. If the current trend continues, new housing starts for 2005 could nearly match
the record pace of 2004.
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