CONNECTING
CENTRAL ARKANSAS

Public Outreach Initiative
Public Engagement Report

This report describes Metroplan's public outreach initiative for the Central Arkansas
Transforming Mobility Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Named the Connecting
Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative, the process was made open to the general
public and facilitated by three stakeholder Regional Advisory Committees. Due to a
global pandemic, much of the outreach was done virtually through meetings, speaker
series, and social media. This Public Engagement Report summarizes the outreach
process, public initiatives and their impact, and a comprehensive list of comments
collected during outreach.
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Connecting Central Arkansas on a Pandemic Budget

The pandemic necessitated belt-tightening in many business sectors of the country, and Metroplan, the MPO for central
Arkansas (Faulkner, Lonoke, Pulaski, and Saline Counties), is no exception. When Metroplan began a major update to its
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), staff was presented with a challenge: how to maintain our high standard for
meaningful public engagement on a significantly reduced budget (i.e., no consultant services, no expensive "public-
outreach-in-a-box" products).

The answer was two-pronged: (1) getting creative with in-house resources, and (2) lots of legwork by staff to meet with
smaller groups while adhering to COVID-19 health protocols.

Central Arkansas has been operating under the same vision and goals since its 1995 MTP, known as METRO 2020. That
2020 planning horizon has come and gone, and now it is time for the region to focus on a new vision and goals to reflect
new realities—a crucial task done through community engagement. Connecting Central Arkansas intends to improve and
employ new outreach techniques to reach more diverse participants within the region. To guide these efforts, Metroplan
developed five essential goals.

1. Increase public understanding about the MTP and its planning process in central Arkansas.

2. Expand overall participation by employing new and engaging activities.

3. Reach and establish good relationships with populations that are usually underrepresented in the planning
process.

4. Go where the people are.

5. Collect feedback at key decision points and set priorities for the region.

In addition to public outreach, Metroplan's three citizen-based Regional Advisory Committees were tasked with
identifying the region's needs and barriers to a more diverse, accessible, equitable, and connected transportation system.
Through that outreach, five themes emerged to guide the upcoming transportation plan: 1) Active Neighborhoods and
Placemaking; 2) Accessible Transportation; 3) Reliable, Resilient, and Safer Transportation and Environments;

4) Innovation in Transportation and Land Development; 5) Regional Collaboration and Identity.

The themes were then presented to the public for consideration and recommendations.

Metroplan’s outreach methods included colorful videos to inform the public of the plan and the process, participating in
established community events, hosting pop-ups, partnering with schools and organizations, and participating in virtual
open forums. Social media continued to be used in innovative ways as a broad approach to outreach.

As we explore the methods used during the first phase of the Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative, it is
equally important to understand how those methods helped achieve our public engagement goals on a minimal budget.
In the past, Metroplan relied on outside services to help with public participation during major plan updates. The
additional assistance is always greatly appreciated for producing quality work and reducing staff workload. However, that
same assistance came with a hefty cost. Consultants can add costs of up to $200,000 to long-range plan outreach efforts.

The Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative is broken up into three phases, with the first phase of
outreach having a total budget of only $2,000. Out of that budget, a total of $1,878 was spent to implement the outreach
methods proposed. Please see the Budget attachment for more details.

The Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative aspired to cast a broad, regional vision, encouraging residents
and stakeholders to imagine what our region could become, not just tomorrow or next year, but a generation from now.
Through the initiative, Metroplan encouraged and promoted "building a plan together." Outreach techniques were
tailored to fit the unique demographics of each community or group. Early analysis indicates that not only did Metroplan
meet the challenge of effective community engagement on a budget, but it also improved public response and created
techniques that will be used in future efforts — regardless of budget.
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Public Outreach Phases
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN 2050

Phase 1: Establish Themes

& Collect Strategies

The first phase will focus on connecting with various
agencies through education and information.
Establishing “themes” and identifying strategies to
implement them will also be a priority during phase 1.
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Phase 2: Report Out on Strategies

& Gather Projects Input

Phase two centers around reporting out to
the public on the identified strategies and
action steps. While also gathering input on
proposed projects.

Fall 2021- 2
Winter 2021

Phase 3: Evaluate Impact of
Strategies/Overall Feedback

The third phase is the feedback

loop stage that includes writing and
improving elements of the draft plan by
sending it out for public comment.
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FALL 2022 4 PLAN COMPLETED

The goal is to have the plan
adopted by the board in 2022.
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2021 Outreach Presentations and Events

April 24™ — Booth set up at Party for the Planet

April 28" — Just Talk Series with Shawanna Rogers in Conway

May Billing Statements — Central Arkansas Water will have a short message with survey link on bill
May 1% — Booth set up at the River Market’s Farmers Market

May 5t — Present at Bicycle Friendly Communities Meeting

May 11 — Booth set up at Little Rock Air Force Base

May 20™ — Booth set up at Benton’s 3™ Thursday Event

May 24 — CALS Speaker Series (Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative)

May 25 - Present to the Midtown Health Alliance Initiative (has to confirm with Executive Board)
June 14" — Present at the Southwest Little Rock Hometown Health Initiative

June 17" —Booth set up at Benton’s 3rd Thursday Event

June’s third week — Online wrap-up forum
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Themes Outreach

Facebook and Twitter Boosting

- Survey post on Facebook
o Over 14 days
o Reached 12,638 people
o 157 link clicks

- Survey post on Twitter
o Over 3 days
o 9,017 impressions

- CALS Panel post on Facebook
o Over 6 days
o Reached 1,879 people
O 26 Event Responses

Paid Media -- Online

- Arkansas Times Run of Network (Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter Run of
Site)
o 1lweekrun
- KARK Display Ads
o 14 days
- El Latino Website and Social Media
o 1week on Website

o 1 week on Facebook
Survey Services

- Survey Sparrow

o 1 year subscription
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Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative video

The Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative video
was a team effort written, filmed and produced by Metroplan staff.
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Watch on IEYouTube

Connecting Central Arkansas Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efpHrCnTYAg



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efpHrCnTYAg

Connecting Central Arkansas Themes videos and survey

The Connecting Central Arkansas Themes video contains ¢ C ON N EC T ING

six segments (shown at right) which were incorporated

into the online survey and used as stand-alone snippets
on social media.

The Themes videos were created in-house by Metroplan’s
La'’Kesha Stewart using Toonly. She built the survey in . e
Survey Sparrow. "EE . 1:59

Themes Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xar2RdA7hDQ

Introduction

@ EONNEC TING https://www.youtube.com/

CENI?BL{EE %e&i‘ggg watch?v=kmRNzFot-rl

Regional Themes
Iy Introduction

= w w w w 1.Active Neighborhoods
| and Placemaking video

il https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xl1aAbwD6b4

. Active NeighborERE)

Active Neighborhoods and
Placemaking

Voo bmpartant In rallabis, resliant, snd sxfer Eranpartstion snd snviranmants o you?

2. Accessible Transportation
video

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xar2RdA7hDQ

What aew apecific actiors should take to resithent, and safer
ra ponss beiow)

3. Reliable, Resilient, and
Safer Transportation and
Environments video

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AN7P_vS1pYo

Online Survey
https://metroplani.surveysparrow.com/s/connect- Transportation and...

Reliable, Resilient, and Safer :

ing-central-arkansas-public-outreach-initiative/tt-
€63958

4. Innovation in Transporta-
tion and Land Development
video

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1KfAglrohFk

Innovation in Transportation
and Land Development

5. Regional Collaboration
video

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xl1aAbwD6b4

Regional Collaboration and
Identity


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xar2RdA7hDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xI1aAbwD6b4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xI1aAbwD6b4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xI1aAbwD6b4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xI1aAbwD6b4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xar2RdA7hDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xar2RdA7hDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AN7P_vS1pYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AN7P_vS1pYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KfAgIrohFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KfAgIrohFk
https://metroplan1.surveysparrow.com/s/connecting-central-arkansas-public-outreach-initiative/tt-e63958
https://metroplan1.surveysparrow.com/s/connecting-central-arkansas-public-outreach-initiative/tt-e63958
https://metroplan1.surveysparrow.com/s/connecting-central-arkansas-public-outreach-initiative/tt-e63958
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmRNzFot-rI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmRNzFot-rI

Connecting Central Arkansas web page

https://metroplan.org/metropolitan-transportation-plan/

“Metroplan acts as a voice of regionalism and
has woerked as the council of lecal governments 3 c
Search Our Site
and Metropolitan Planning Organization for

centrol Arkansas since 1955."
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Metropolitan Transportation Plan
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Metroplan will look 20 years into the future to steer Central Arkansas toward a better transportation future,
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Please explore Metroplan's social media below to learn how you can be involved and make your

voice heard.
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Connecting Central Arkansas Public
Outreach Initiative is about
building a plan together, which ulti-
mately affects the entire region

Sntaning Our Futwe



https://metroplan.org/metropolitan-transportation-plan/

Promoting the Online Survey

Metroplan
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 5 - @

Share your thoughts by taking our survey at https://sprw.io/stt-

M Metroplan €63958.
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 6 - @

Themes and Descriptions

what Sp(.ECIfIC barners.to accessible transportation do you see existing A N G PlasaRnG
in your city and/or neighborhood? What are some specific steps that | 4 ‘ i hion ke Dracticesshould

can be taken to alleviate those barriers? Please tell us your thoughts ° achieve active walkable and bikeable communities, transit readiness,
below or take our survey https://sprw.io/stt-e63958. and quality public places, while supporting economic vitality and

IR

=
l 2: Accessible Transportation
Transportation infrastructure should link the region’s jurisdictions,
; L neighborhoods, and activity centers by defining a robust, seamlessly
i & connected multi-modal system. All users should have access to
i affordable transportation options that link homes, employment and

—M ‘ ; essential services.

° 3. Reliable, Resilient, and Safer Transportation and Environments
- The transportation system should be designed and maintained to
’ address i ture condition, c ion, safety, and environmental
impacts. The transportation system should support needs of a region

with varying urban, suburban, and rural populations and landscapes.

4. Innovation in Transportation and Land Development

From policy to infrastructure construction and maintenance, innovative
ideas and technologies should be deployed to benefit pedestrians,
motorists, transit riders, cyclists, and telecommuters. Freight
movements should be optimized using intermodal connectivity.

5. Regional Collaboration and Identity
Metroplan Regional partnerships, policies, and programs should encourage local
@ Send Message policy decisions and investments that foster a connected and equitable

Public & Government Service transportation system that elevates Central Arkansas nationally.

Metroplan
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 4 - @

What specific barriers to accessible transportation do you see
existing in your city and/or neighborhood? What are some specific
steps that can be taken to alle... See More

BikePed Little Rock

May 4 - Q

How important are these Metroplan themes to you? Why? Sound
off at https://sprw.io/stt-e63958

M Metroplan s
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 24 at 9:55 AM - @

What are specific ways central Arkansas can achieve innovation in
transportation and land development? Share your thoughts by taking
our survey @3 & https://sprw.io/stt-e63958.

Imiisss Arkansas Times (]
THE & May 21 at 3:04 PM - @

Together, let's connect Central Arkansas! Please provide your input
on how central Arkansas should develop as a region over the next
20 years by completing Metr... See More

CONNECTING
ENTRAL ARKANSA

Public Outreach Initiative

METROPLAN1.SURVEYSPARROW.COM

Connecting Central Arkansas Public Learn More
Outreach Initiative




Promoting the Online Survey

Metroplan
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 14 at 1:26 PM - @

What are some specific steps that can be taken to alleviate barriers to
reliable, resilient, and safer transportation and environments in central
Arkansas? Please tell us your thoughts below or take our survey
https://sprw.io/stt-e63958.

Most Relevant »

M Comment as Metroplan © ©

@ Angela Ballard Patterson

Make public transportation accessible to all by:

1. securing grants to make up for lost revenue when
serving less densely populated areas,

2. scheduling biweekly or monthly routes into
underserved areas, ... See More

Like - Reply - Message - 3w o L
M 2 Author
Metroplan
Angela Ballard Patterson Thank you for the

comment. Feel free to provide more input via this
post or our survey (https://sprw.io/stt-e63958).

Y

n METROPLAN1.SURVEYSPARROW.COM

#’ a Connecting Central Arkansas
b 4

Public Qutreach Initiative

Like - Reply - Commented on by La'kesha Stewart @
- Remove Preview - 3w




Promoting the Connecting Central Arkansas Outreach Initiative

Metroplan
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 11 at 9:20 AM - @

Help connect central Arkansas by sharing your vision for the region's
transportation system g3 https://sprw.io/stt-e63958.

@ World Services for the Blind
May 10 at 2:05 PM - @

Thank you Metroplan for featuring WSB in the Connecting Central

Arkansas Initiative! Watch the video to hear one of our clients,
Kevin, talk about how he would connect central Arkansas to
reliable and accessible public transportation!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efpHrCnTYAg

[l 5 E BRI S

YOUTUBE.COM

Connecting Central Arkansas
What do you love about Central Arkansas? Get involved in the disc...

Metroplan
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 1-Q

Stop by to see us today at the River Market's Farmer's Market.
Together, let's connect central Arkansas!




Promoting the CALS Virtual event and
the Just Talk Series in Conway

Metroplan
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 21 at 11:12 AM - @

. Metroplan .
Join us Monday, May 24, at 6:30 p.m to learn more about Metroplan's Published by Lakesha Stewart @ - May 26 at 1:44 PM - @
Metropolitan Transportation Plan and specific opportunities for
engagement. ICYMI: This past Monday, Metroplan partnered with the Central

. . . Arkansas Library System to inform residents about the Connecting
Reglster'to attend this free virtual event at il Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative and ways to participate in
https://tinyurl.com/yf38lwp4 the transportation planning process. #ConnectingCentralArkansas

#Metroplan #CALS
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Monday, May 24 | 6:30 pm

Join us to learn more about Metroplan's Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

Your feedback is vital to the overall development of Central Arkansas’ J e —
transportation future as it determines the critical transportation needs of those P ARKANSAS
'l V| @

who live, work, and play in our region. Register for this virtual event at cals.org. SysteM I‘X

Central Arkansas Library System was live.

May 24 at 6:17 PM - @

The Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative kicks
off Metroplan’s upcoming Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP).
The MTP provides a roadmap of ... See More

Metroplan .
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 14 at 2:37 PM - @

Join us Monday, May 24, at 6:30 p.m to learn more about Metroplan's
Metropolitan Transportation Plan and specific opportunities for

M C| CENTRAL engagement.
A| ARKANSAS . i .
S ETR OIS L| LIBRARY Register to attend this free virtual event ‘?t ﬁj'
e s wices susey o snes S| SYSTEM https://us02web.zoom.us/.../651../WN_2i36l0iDRUKvO2kmSvig2w
Metroplan vee

Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - May 17 at 12:43 PM - @

Tune in to this month's Just Talk series to learn about Metroplan and
the Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Initiative.

CENTRAL
ARKANSAS
LIBRARY
SYSTEM

Survey @3 @ https://sprw.io/stt-e63958.

wrr> >0

LS.ORG
pnversation on Transportation — Central Arkansas Library
stem

Conway, Arkansas, City of Colleges is in Conway, Arkansas.
May 17 at 11:56 AM - @

Shawanna Rodgers sat down with Tab Townsell and Lakesha
Stewart from Metroplan to discuss their purpose and the
Connecting Central Arkansas Public Outreach Init... See More




Social Media Paid Promotions
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W Metroplan (@Metroplan) / Twitter

> O M 1 https://twitter.com/Metroplan/status/1382369780238151680/analytics B & W @ © *t @ & -

X Tweet Analytics

PF L N WM WM IR R e | R G T WIS T R R R AR T b e

survey below. htips-//metroplani surveysparrow.com/slconnecting-central-arkansa
public-outreach-initiative/tt-24153a257b ...

Impressions
times people saw this Tweet on Twitter

# 332 organic 9,017 promoted

Total engagements

times people interacted with this Tweet

0§ 8 organic 65 promoted

View all engagements

©

Your Tweet has earned 9,017 new impressions!

This promotion is complete
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o, M Monday, May 24 |
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SYSTEM METROPLAN 6'30prn

BMART PLANNING UANES SMART PLACES.
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MONDAY, MAY 24, 2021 AT 6:30 PM CDT

[ > o]

Connecting Central Arkansas
About Discussion B4 Invite # Edit " M -
Details Insights
a% 88 people responded Last 7 Days: Jun 25 - Jul 2
M Event by Central Arkansas Library System and Metroplan
a *
@ Online Event
People Reached Responses
& Price: Free
6,818 88

P ST -




Social Media Paid Promotions

M Metroplan
Published by La'kesha Stewart @ - April 14 - Q3

Your voice is critical to Central Arkansas's future development, and we
want to hear from you. Share your vision for the region's future
transportation system by taking the survey below.

1. Active
ighborhoods

Placemaking

CUEL D N

4 Saf 4. Innovation in
t, and Safer Transportation &
S Land Development
onments

METROPLAM1.SURVEYSPARROW.COM

Regional Themes Learn More
Through Metroplan's outreach with its Regional ...

13,521 532 1 +17.2x Higher .
People Reached  Engagements  Distribution Score

Boosted on May 7 Completed

By La'kesha Stewart

People Reached 12.6K Link Clicks 157

View Pesults



Achieving Regional Goals: Public and Regional Advisory Committee

Comments

Staff gathered public comments from the Regional Advisory Committees and through public comments

and online surveys on each of the five Regional Goals. Participants were asked to suggest ways to

achieve each one of the goals. The comments have been grouped under sub-headings that informed the

drafting of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

I.  Active Neighborhoods and Placemaking
1. Prioritize safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

O

O

O

0 0O 0O O O 0o 0 o0 ©°

More bike lanes

pedestrian zone designation with signage and/or blinking lights.

Also, make sure that there are adequate, wheelchair-accessible sidewalks in the areas to
be served by public transit

bike lanes better and complete sidewalks

Cycling connects a city! Please spend more money on improving the transportation
options for biking.

Bike/Pedestrian Pathways,

contiguous sidewalks and neighborhood bike trails for off-street commuting and
recreation

Neighborhoods should, first, be more walkable. Traffic in Little Rock moves too fast
through Midtown and Downtown/SOMA areas for people to safely cross streets.

| prefer walking in any neighborhood and the available space to do so is important
Build more trails.

Installment of more sidewalks from neighborhoods to our downtown, and safe biking
trails from metro areas to outer areas

safe biking a priority.

Sidewalks and bike paths to destinations

| think smaller towns would benefit from having sidewalks for people to feel safe to walk
on and also transportation as needed.

Walking trails and sidewalks

Bike lanes, side walks

Have more sidewalks and biking shoulders

Bike friendly.

work toward a continuous sidewalk network

Walking trails, bike trails

Bike trails

Sidewalks in every neighborhood. Walking trails that span the length of cities.

More pedestrian trails and bike paths connecting neighborhoods and cities in Central
Arkansas

Walkable, bikeable communities are important
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More pedestrian sidewalks and bike lanes

More pedestrian trails and bike paths connecting neighborhoods and cities in Central
Arkansas

Walkable, bikeable communities are important

More options for pedestrian and bicycle commuting. More sidewalks and paths that are
not for autos. Sharing the road is ok, but still dangerous. Make shopping areas more
accessible to pedestrian travelers

Build bike lanes and sidewalks and scooter infrastructure for last-mile transportation.
Include plentiful green spaces that are integrated with surrounding neighborhoods
Improved bike and pedestrian infrastructure

Large sidewalks/bike paths between neighborhoods and communities.

| would like to see more bicycle friendly commuting options.

Better walking access and public transportation, green spaces and public use areas
easily traveled walkways and bikeways that connect work, homes, and shopping.
Walkable neighborhoods with sidewalks and curbs, local businesses that provide
everyday items, neighborhood schools, dog parks, playgrounds,

Concentrate on our infrastructure, repairing existing roads and bridges, bike trails, etc..
Better flash flood protection, many places flood now that did not because the drainage
pipes are clogged.

More bike lanes and public gathering spaces

| would like to see importance placed on walkable neighborhoods with green spaces to
provide a place for events and a sense of community

River trail upgrades, amenities, and beautification.

Repair sidewalks, provide walking and bike trails throughout the city, stop promoting
building freeways, maintain the infrastructure we currently have

neighborhoods need to be walkable and bikeable with some shared green space to
promote interaction.

sidewalks,

More trails and sidewalks. Less roads.

Replace scooters with electric bikes and place bike racks everywhere.

bike and pedestrian infrastructure; planned bike trail network in actual neighborhoods--
not just along the river.

Using as much existing roadway to create bicycle friendly passage.

Keep me mobile as | age. Keep transporting my bicycle.

More walkable neighborhoods with sidewalks and bike lanes

Go to neighborhood schools, kids riding bikes or walking to school. the costs saved by
ditching many of the yellow monsters could better be used to improve teacher pay and
classroom equipment.

Would love to see public transit with city busses, rail lines and biking/walking trails with
spider out through a city

Traffic controlled (designated) bike and pedestrian trails

Better sidewalks and protected bike lanes. More street trees.
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More bike lanes and pedestrian paths, greatly expanded public transit system, banning
cars on some downtown roads.

With more sidewalks and complete streets. Little Rock is very pedestrian un-friendly. If |
live in Hillcrest, | can't even cross Cantrell to go to a restaurant. | can't walk to work on
University Ave because there is no sidewalk. How can neighbors see each other face-to-
face if the only viable transportation method is through our private vehicles?

Walking trails and small neighborhood parks

Go back to kids attending neighborhood schools, riding their bicycles or using public
transit, eliminate many of those yellow monsters on the roads and putting the $ saved
into better salaries for teachers, classroom improvements, and books, etc.

More sidewalks, paths, biking lane on busy roads

With more access to non-vehicle movement. Bikes, walking to destination without
danger.

Additional dedicated bike lanes are very valuable to me, as | frequently commute on
bike.

More walkable neighborhoods

Safe places to ride bikes and walk throughout the city. It's too scary in most places
unless | go to the River Trail.

We need Sidewalks Suitable for cycling and wheelchairs, just make good shoulders on
existing roads and look for areas were foot traffic has worn the grass down to a dirt trail
More sidewalks, more bus stops

More bike routes and updates to parks

Adding more bike lanes and routes. Update some of our community parks

Enhance walkable and billable infrastructure.

More emphasis on bike-ability ...

places to ride bikes

, bike paths, smaller walkable shops

Less car traffic, walking trails, local shops

Regional trail network connections many neighborhoods with grader trails reaching
others

Would like active transportation routes, that are safe, to bike to essential services and
leisure locations like parks.

Larger focus on walkability

More bicycle racks downtown,

Safer walking and biking with dedicated lanes/ sidewalks.

More walkable neighborhoods

ALSO walkability means - more and better sidewalks, more pedestrian-friendly
landscaping (i.e. requiring x # of trees be planted, and prohibiting removing trees that
are of a certain age/size

repair and paved sidewalks south of 630,

less highway and more walkability in downtown area,
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We have neighborhoods in Little Rock. More sidewalks, enhanced bike infrastructure,
and By contrast, expanding interstate infrastructure is the proven worst way to improve
urban areas and our

Sidewalks and crosswalks everywhere!!! A focus on safe, walkable business districts

RAC comments
Prioritize adding separated multi-use trails over adding on-road facilities which can be
just as expensive and can also present maintenance challenges.
Identify lower volume neighborhood bike routes when protected lanes or separated
facilities are not feasible
Strategically replace open ditches, which can present safety issues for pedestrians, with
curb, gutter, and sidewalks
Have dedicated funding for pedestrian infrastructure.
Have requirements for beautification and public art in infrastructure projects.

2. Increase transit routes and options

O

O O O O O O O

O O O O

Be intentional in developing transit routes that serve those who need it and would likely
use it the most.

reliable public transportation between major towns

More rock region bus or micro transit connections and more active transportation
options

encourage State funding for local transit systems.

Make public transportation

more public transit

expand trolley service

some form of public transit if possible, that at least helps get to major parts of the city
Better integrated regional public transit would be even better

Improver our public transportation so people can get about with cars, so encoure
alternate forms of transportation

In order to reduce congestion and air pollution, and to redress the various social
injustices perpetrated on the disadvantaged communities, there should be no charge for
public transportation. This could be accomplished for a fraction of what ARDOT is
spending on 30 Crossing

Provide a rail system

More public transportation options.

Better transit system to get to the neighborhoods.

Have a mass transit system that goes to all parts of the city and suburbs and runs
frequently

Have public transportation more easily used in neighborhoods. Small buses that can be
used to help people get to and from doctors appts, Hospitals, libraries, schools and
universities, and work.

The current public transportation system does not feel sophisticated or universally
accessible
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more public transit

I might use public transportation if it were easier to get to. But if I've got to drive to
someplace near a stop anyway, I'm just going to drive where | need to go

We need light rail access to various areas of the metro and it’s outer cities

would like light rail between LR, NLR, Conway etc

Public transportation that serves more of the communities

More and better public transit! More accessible services within walking distance of
housing!

Better and more accessible public transportation

better public transportation and sidewalks in more neighborhoods.

improved mass transit options are the proven way to increase urban transportation
infrastructure.

3. Form zoning regulations that allows for active neighborhoods
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Focus on building complete streets and mixed-use development. Eliminate parking
minimums and encourage State funding for local transit systems.

Zoning reform better suited to accommodate historic neighborhood developments,
including neighborhood commercial areas. Also, create standardized processes for
tactical urbanism.

Mixed use and commercial zoning interspersed into residential communities to make a
local environment

Build on the existing neighborhood structures instead of new development

Better zoning

Zoning and policies that favor people over automobiles.

Rethink zoning in the state.

Require standard and more connections between adjacent developments, residential
AND commercial,

Development of walkable commercial areas with residential opportunities as well.
Mixed-use development and trails

Prioritize building dense, complete neighborhoods around transportation hubs

Tear down interstate highways that bisect communities. Prioritize local ownership of
stores, restaurants, and residences. Encourage mixed-use, mixed-age, and multifamily
residences.

If vacant lots and/or abandoned houses could more easily be zoned for business and
sold for infill building, we could see a more diverse and varied neighborhood with
walkable streets to businesses that matter to the community.

Encourage greater densities through zoning an incentives. Fewer traffic lanes.

| would like to see future development be high density and mixed-use, making active
transportation feasible for more trips (i.e. 15 Minute City) and getting people out of
their cars and fostering face-to-face interactions.

More emphasis on infill development, less on greenfield development at the edges
Local wayfinding signs and a unified branding for all of the cities in central ark
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Better connections between housing and amenities. Cutting back on the sprawl of each
town and instead direct resources into heart of communities. More multifunctional
spaces, including residential.

Incentivize living in more urban environments. Reduce the incentives builders have for
making new exurbs.

Grant funded tactical urbanism

pockets of storefronts dispersed through neighborhoods

Some form of land value tax on block-long impervious surface parking lots, tax credits
for residential and small-scale commercial infill development.

legalize mixed use development and infill development

Abandon the 30 Crossing project and apply sound urban planning principles instead.
Mixed use development with green space, recreation and public transportation

No more road expansions / interstate growth. ARDOT needs accountability. They
actively work against the interests of Little Rock.

| have no respect for Metroplan because of its endorsement of the expansion of
Interstate 30 through downtown Little Rock. It went against the advice of the city
planners of Metroplan. Metroplan also did not listen to the citizens of an active
neighborhood.

Would love to the creation of mini downtown districts throughout a city and not just
centralized in the classic central part of a city.

more medium density and mixed-use development.

Density. Too much of Central Arkansas is a parking lot. You can't have acres of parking
and expect to have an active neighborhood. You force people to drive. You force them
to isolate. Give them the option to walk.

Homeowners that have substandard homes need education and money to help them
move out, rehab, or build a decent place to live.

| think it is most important to build upon what is existing.

Enhance walkable and billable infrastructure. Incentivize small businesses that people
want/need to shop to set up where the people live.

No big box stores keep stuff in neighborhoods to have everything “local”

Better zoning to promote such things! For example, | live in a subdivision in Conway, and
it is about a 30-minute walk to the nearest gas station, because of the extensive
suburban development in my area. When | lived in Hillcrest in Little Rock, | was within 5
mins walking distance of a grocery store and several restaurants. I'm not 100% sure how
all of it works, but | imagine there is some way we could incentivize municipalities to
establish zoning practices that would result in more accessible services within walking
distance.

Less sprawl, less parking lots, more bike lanes and slower streets

We need more industries which would promote other business to open to support these
industries

running track at Booker arts as nice as Scott field, banks south of 630
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Adopt form-based zoning codes to promote walkable mixed-use development, active
neighborhoods, and to promote placemaking

Develop community masterplans which identify pedestrian and bike connections and
that will lead to a more structured approach to building new active neighborhoods and
retrofitting existing neighborhoods

Reduce or eliminate parking minimums to allow for more walkable neighborhoods with
a stronger sense of place

Discourage over parking by identifying parking maximums in codes.

Require more landscaping for parking areas.

Free parking’s impact on downtowns must be studied.

Create a community bank fund in which developers can invest towards community
parking in strategic areas.

Land use should compliment multi-modal transportation with more mixed use.
Retrofit existing under-utilized property for new development such as parking lots and
abandoned commercial centers.

Strategically placed affordable housing near centers for employment and essential
services could increase availability of other modes.

Increase the role of recognized neighborhood groups in the planning and development
process by sending out land development requests to groups prior to meetings. Defer
action on any requests that receive a request from the neighborhood group for an
informal, informative meeting prior to public hearings. Have approval criteria for
requests contain a line for neighborhood input.

4. Develop more parks and greenspaces
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parks- improvements and cleanup to existing ones, and construction of new ones; more
public disc golf courses- this is the number one growing outdoor sport in the country;
By providing ample green space and trail systems that minimize the impact on the
landscape

Small playgrounds located in subdivisions, splash pads, neighborhood community
centers with pool. Personally, | also like the idea of a member’s only club or country
club with yearly fees.

More parks and sidewalks in Mayflower

Neighborhoods need more playgrounds/basketball courts. Bike friendly

more parks and green spaces

Improving green spaces with natural conservation in mind. Increasing environmental
infrastructure like permeable pavements, bioswales (rain gardens).

by encouraging more kid friendly public art and pocket parks

green spaces and public use areas

After the experience of a pandemic, the public is need of social interaction.

Host more community events

Building community-based activities

More parks and park improvement
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More parks

As telecommuting & working from home becomes more of an option and as
autonomous vehicles start to become viable, nice suburbs will become more important,
as will a nice parks & trails system, to attract the workforce of tomorrow. The pandemic
has accelerated a shift away from densely populated areas. Help us get into and out of
the downtown areas easily, including flex-time workers of the future who may only
commute into an office a couple/few times per week.

Use of green space

Promote and facilitate neighborhood gatherings.

as well as topping freeways to create green space and mitigate the damage and
segregation caused by urban freeways.

Would love to see more dog parks, family-oriented areas of the city, and affordable food
options throughout Pulaski - not just in downtown areas

more parks and greens pace

Need community gathering spaces that at a low cost for event planners to highlight local
talent, goods, and crafts

Safe neighborhood parks with walking trails.

Add more interactive parks,

More parks,

More green spaces

More parks

Safer parks/open spaces

Safer public parks/spaces.

Outdoor gathering places, more entertainment districts with outdoor seating.

One thing | appreciate about my neighborhood is the playground/pool area; however, |
recognize that that is exclusive to my neighborhood. Conway in general has a good
variety of public spaces, but | feel it is unique in this way in central AR. Parks and
recreation departments need to be active in developing active communities. Also, | feel
like Conway has been doing a good job of creating more beautiful places (with efforts to
create murals, etc.). Some of these practices could be adopted by other communities in
Central AR as well (I'm thinking about places like Cabot, Jacksonville, or Benton - places |
only know of because | have had friends who live there).

More parks south of 630

public recreation areas south of 630

Green spaces in neighborhoods

5. Create connectivity within communities

O

Everything now in Little Rock is hit and miss and what exists doesn’t connect to anything
purposeful like parks schools post office grocery shopping

Accessible markets, and recreation

Also, the interconnectivity between adjacent neighborhoods could be much better (like
walking from SOMA to Main Street Creative Corridor)

Focus on creating walkable shopping areas



using walking and bike trails to hub in active neighborhoods

Better connectivity via shared use off street trails

Connecting parks and neighborhoods and schools with sidewalks and/or bike lanes
Easy access to hometown businesses
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We need another bridge into Little Rock. Connecting Palarm on the Maumelle side to
Hwy 10 on the Little Rock side would open up the entire area.

o Freeways between neighborhood should not hinder other modes, build more bridges,
improve current bridge, or construct deck parks to mend neighborhoods.

o Railroads are impediments to some communities; they should be enhanced for safety
and grade separated where appropriate.

Dead end streets and cul-de-sacs should be discouraged

o Equity. Put resources in poor neighborhoods to improve non-motorized travel towards
better connectivity and accessibility.

o As someone who has many times struggled with crossing the Arkansas River bridges, we
need more connectivity that looks past the current upgrades being made. A real growth
initiative would be another bridge that connects from Palarm Creek on the North side to
Hwy 10 on the South side of the Arkansas River. This would open incredible growth in
the under-developed areas to the west. This is the direction where the populations are
growing, and the river access is needed for the future

o We need another bridge into Little Rock. Connecting Palarm on the Maumelle side to
Hwy 10 on the Little Rock side would open up the entire area.

o Building communities where one can literally walk, work and play with access to major
services people use daily.

o Make places that already exist accessible to more people, including the elderly and
wheelchair bound.

o Increase connection between areas outside of Little Rock to the metro area.
Neighborhoods with walkable, accessible public places and retail opportunities reduce
greenhouse gases and promote interaction.

o more neighborhood markets (see The Filling Station) were everyone can gather
outdoors.

The connection of rural Arkansas, in my case Lonoke, to Little Rock
Accessibility to goods and services without the need for a vehicle.
RAC Comments
o Rules should prioritize neighborhoods to connect with existing and future
developments.
Prioritize investment in older more built out areas that have no sidewalks.
Our plans should have connectivity metrics included.
Street plans should identify strategic locations for “Road Diets” to enhance walking and
biking.
Cul-de-sac style development should be limited or retired in master street plans.
Close the gaps of spread-out land use with mixed use infill development.
6. Safe and secure neighborhoods
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Police presence and enforce excessive noise ordinance
Create effective police presence.
Get our crime rates down.
we could see a more diverse and varied neighborhood with walkable streets to
businesses that matter to the community.
Make shopping areas more accessible to pedestrian travelers
Better policing,
Public investment to train neighborhoods and neighborhood leaders, plus start and
grown Neighborhood Watch programs.
Public officials need to listen to neighborhood groups and support revitalization efforts
by neighborhoods and local businesses
Get our crime rates down.
Making it safer and more convenient.
Neighborhoods with walkable, accessible public places and retail opportunities reduce
greenhouse gases and promote interaction.

RAC Comments
Code enforcement/ animal control must be enforced to increase neighborhood security.
Increase protected crossings and use techniques like landscaped refuges to make
pedestrians and cyclists feel safer.
Increase street lighting on well used corridors.
Education programs (share the streets) for citizens, city leaders can help people
understand the benefits.
Data should be collected and available to show economic benefits of these.
Incorporate cost-benefit analysis into policy decisions.
Require outreach to neighborhood associations in planning decisions to strongly
connect city leaders/planners to the public.
Equitable resource allocation for all communities.
Grants should be pursued for communities of need.
Prioritize infrastructure improvements in blighted areas
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Accessible Transportation

Increase transit routes and services into other counties.
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Necesitamos mds autobuses y mas paradas. (We need more buses and more stops.)
Physical limitations may be addressed similarly by proximity plus by ensuring that public
rights of way are inclusive and designed to permit comfortable use by persons with
physical limitations or handicaps.

App/Online Based Taxi service subsidized with GOV money, Busses between major
cities/towns in the metro area.

Serve outlying areas not just the inner city.

Links availability for regular adults/children 24 hours a day 7 days a week

This is politically, nearly impossible, but making it harder for cars to move around
Central Arkansas could create more demand for public transportation, which would
make transportation more accessible for those who need it.

Protected cycle lanes instead of parking spaces in appropriate areas downtown with
affordable public transportation that multiple income classes use regularly

Light rail

Affordable public transportation from rural areas to cities/towns

Add more bus and/or light/commuter rail and option.

Extend public transportation to areas outside of Little Rock and North Little Rock to
bring residents from outside communities to these cities.

More bus routes and accessible stops along with

More frequent schedules.

For those who are trying to get back and forth to work, dr. Appointment etc. this is so
important.

expand trolley or create a streetcar system.

More readily accessible public transportation for those in need

Availability of safe public transportation

develop limited public transportation system between core residential development
areas to downtown and select commercial developments

Rethink and redevelopment our existing bus system.

Have transportation available for the commuter cities.

Public transportation options for outlying areas.

Development of ecofriendly trains/trams to surrounding commuter-based communities
such as Maumelle, Conway, Bryant, Pine Bluff.

Better public transportation between LR and outlying cities. Use of rail for transport.
Bus schedules are difficult to figure out.

| live in Maumelle and am not aware of any public transportation to Little Rock or
Conway. That is an absence of service that needs to be addressed.

The only realistic investment would be in public transit - Rock Region Metro to increase
capacity and route offerings
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Offer paratransit beyond the quarter mile of fixed route transportation. Offer shuttle
services and on-demand para transit.

Public transportation for largest populated and business heavy areas of town. The city is
too wide to reach from one to the other by foot

| would like to see more routes to towns outside of Little Rock such as Conway, Bryant,
Cabot, etc.

Provide regular, timely service where the most people can use it, rather than trying to
service a broader area with untimely, unreliable service.

create studies on ways to expand transit to our more rural areas in the region

To have more routes and bridges across rivers and more direct routes planned.
Available 24 hrs.

| would like more transportation options between my neighborhood in central Conway
connected to other areas in town as well as in the region. It's probably asking too much
to get light rail but maybe "heavy" rail connecting more places would be helpful too
Light rail from one end of the city to the other to accommodate work commutes and
shopping,

Vastly expand all of our public transportation system, consider planning for light rail
service.

Riders should be polled on the bus, everyone should be able to enter their normal
commute times and beginning/ending points. Then a new route structure should be
developed to better accommodate users. People should be allowed to enter and exit
the bus along the route rather than having to go to a specific site for getting on and off.
If fares are going to be charged, they should be simplified. For years, New York City had
a flat rate of $1 per ride. Why not try it?

| think we need more public transportation options throughout the region to encourage
“green” travel. Bike paths, more bus routes to outlying areas, and possibly even some
sort of light rail system would be excellent!

Affordable and convenient options for low-income residents to get to job opportunities
across the city, more walking and biking options

Offer a looped public transportation in each suburb city that is Connected to the main
bus or light rail routes to Little Rock

Central Arkansas is largely a commuter community that hasn't traditionally relied
heavily upon public transportation. We definitely need public transportation to help the
less fortunate get around town, but autonomous vehicles will likely reduce the costs of
public transportation within the next decade or three (the public may currently ride in
driverless cabs in a commercial test in Phoenix), so now is probably not the best time to
make large capital expenditures which may become obsolete before the benefits are
captured.

Public transportation coming to the rest of Central Arkansas to connect to Little Rock
and each other.

Light rail or subway, more designated bike lanes, efficient bus routes, innovative ride
share solutions in underserved communities
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Review feasibility for more routes in rural parts of Central AR.

More visible transportation for individuals with mobility issues. Training/Educating
individuals to properly use public transportation

Where | live, we don’t need public transportation but in the cities in Faulkner County it
is needed.

Free bus fares

Rail transport from all bedroom communities into Little Rock and North Little Rock,
currently an hour commute by auto during peak traffic times.

Rail transportation connections to Little Rock for work and medical needs
Transportation should be planned for the Future not the past of highways in the middle
of a vibrant downtown. Alternative modes of transportation to cars should always be
considered first - trains, buses, bike lanes. Highway expansion should not be considered.
If the bus system didn’t suck

Now that I’'m retired, | can choose my travel time to avoid most heavy traffic, but in the
future | might not be able to drive and would need to use public transit, so | would like a
good system to be in place.

More options. A light rail system that links Little Rock with Conway, Hot Springs, and
Searcy.

maybe more bus routes to suburbs

More frequent stops to more places.

More transit options. Light rail. Park-and-ride from suburbs.

Start a transit system. Rock Region is a joke. They know it is. | feel sorry for them.
Local governments must commit (ie pay for) real transit. If they don't, they aren't
serious about transport.

Dependable transportation that allows individuals to reduce the use of their own
vehicles is important.

More routes and times in adjoining towns.

Create app enabled access to transit options to get you where you need to go, how long
it will take and what it will cost

It would be neat to have a rapid transport option during rush over- like an above ground
subway, connecting NLR to downtown LR. This would encourage more people to reduce
their time spent in individual vehicles, and would reduce our consumption of fossil fuels,
while also reducing stress and wear on our roadways.

Bus route extensions

Electric Bus’s that have routes that branch out to rural areas.

trolley or rail system going into Little Rock area

Better routes.

More transit options

Trolley expanded route, walking trails, buses

More robust public transit should be the backbone of the active transportation network
More bus, train, ride share & shuttle opportunities



More regular bus schedules. Larger bus area. Easier to understand and use bus app for
buying tickets and understanding routes.

Areas to wait on public transportation need to be safer. Increase routes in outer areas.
Make transit schedules easier to follow.

Better awareness of options/routes. Frequent bus/trolly stops.

Increasing the bus routes.

| would not use it, but there are many low-income people that have challenges working
because of limited transportation.

Be sure the mass transit schedules include continuous opportunities to move from one
area to another and within areas. You can't just have sporadic schedules.

Bring in more transit (Bus rapid or rail transit) commuting from the suburbs to little rock.
Add more alternative routes such as a new river bridge. We don't have enough of that in
Central Arkansas

Truly | would like to see high speed rail train installed from the Cabot area to downtown
metro. Stop all the wrecks on 67/167.

Although this is not important to me, | value this for the community and to help others.
Public transportation needs to be affordable, easy to access, consistent, and available in
communities that most need it.

Develop public transportation hubs which bring together pedestrian, bicycle. micro-
mobility, and transit infrastructure

light rail, or more general investment in public transportation (more routes, more
busses), more affordable housing closer to available jobs

No one should have to walk more than two blocks to get to a bus stop, and routes
should better serve north-south needs

There NEEDS TO BE affordable and accessible transportation to and from key areas in

Currently, there is 1 greyhound bus per day that connects Conway and LR. Unless you
have access to a car, traveling to LR is prohibitively expensive for many individuals.
Outside of LR, | am aware of very little efforts to make transportation accessible by
municipalities. UCA has its own transportation systems. Conway in general does a good
job of making the city friendly to cyclists, but this is again unique to the city (not a
widespread practice in the region).
Put in bench, shade, trash cans at bus stops. Make sure busy corridors have bus stops.
Encourage bedroom communities to adopt transportation. Implement light rail system.
| don't really know. | just know | wouldn't feel safe trying to walk to or from a bus stop.
Have safe, clean vehicles that are available late in the day and night.

RAC Comments
Increase demand for transit by increasing frequency on most popular routes.
Availability of routes between schools, major shopping centers, hospitals and city
centers should be prioritized.
Establish commuter lots around Central Arkansas and link transit to them.
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Make bus stops more accommodating with covered benches, trash cans, or other
convenience items.

2. Create affordable micro-transit and micro-bus options
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A quality taxi service that is affordable and reliable
More bus stops and routes, less expensive taxi/Uber services
door to door options that can be scheduled and are affordable
More access throughout the city to alternative types of transportation like electric
scooters, smaller busses that can come directly to your neighborhood, less focus on cars
to transport, more electric charging stations, less focus on dirty energy sources and
more on wind and solar.
Add microbuses to thin transit routes with extended service hours to the downtown
entertainment district, medical centers, UALR, the airport and 24-hr retail stores and
pharmacies
Express bus lanes would be nice, but the land use doesn't seem to be there to sustain
them. E-bikes and low-speed electrics could provide affordable neighborhood travel.
Encourage more car-pooling and bikeshare.
Ride sharing lots and ads
More affordable car transport...Uber/taxis
Would also be interested in parking lots/areas on either side of the city, that would
allow a centralized bus depot for workers to reduce commute traffic and increase
opportunities to public health and safety outreach through expanded exposure
opportunities to the public.
Upgrade Transit fleet to be more efficient
Coordinate traffic signals and install roundabouts to decrease idling cars.
Encourage active modes of transportation by reducing incentives for driving.
Limit parking and accommodate bike-ped infrastructure
I think an Uber-like service would be great for qualified people.

RAC Comments
Vanpools are an under-utilized opportunity.
Last-mile transportation (scooters, better walking facilities) can enhance other
transportation modes, especially bus (and rail) transit.
Increase demand for transit by increasing frequency on most popular routes.
Availability of routes between schools, major shopping centers, hospitals and city
centers should be prioritized.
Establish commuter lots around Central Arkansas and link transit to them.
Make bus stops more accommodating with covered benches, trash cans, or other
convenience items.

3. Seeking additional funding for better transit services
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Have ArDOT fund a share of local transit costs as is common in many of our neighboring
states. Expand public transit frequency and encourage development to focus along
transit routes.

grants to cities for ADA surveys
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Federal and state funding to local governments
Microtransit/different modes of transportation.
Again, equitable budgets for non-motorized travel on depressed areas
Develop more transportation choices-taxi, rideshare, etc. to open up accessible
transportation.
create studies on ways to expand transit to our more rural areas in the region. Also, by
finding additional funding services for our current transit system. Oh, maybe RRM can
partner with SCAT
Do not incentivize suburban commuting.

RAC Comments
Identify new funding sources and provide dedicated funding to Rock Region Metro
Develop public transportation hubs which bring together pedestrian, bicycle. micro-
mobility, and transit infrastructure
Ensure future transportation investments are equitable
Much better funding

4. Provide educational support for community input
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Not sure. Maybe a new campaign that promotes a celebratory atmosphere on public
transit - like a party on a bus, or a stress-free commute to work and back home? The
friendliness of bus drivers... things that folks may not think about in regard to bus travel
- or things to rethink about travelling by bus.
The assumption of our current transportation system, that everyone has a personal
vehicle at their disposal at all times, shows you who is at the planning table and who
isn't. Itis unsafe, wasteful, and perpetuates cycles of poverty.
It would help to create a viable and long-term range public transportation system. That
draws people from other states who are used to this already. They do not drive very
much in larger cities so if you want them to move then you need to provide the
resources. By creating laws to stifle smaller retail/grocery stores, you have taken away
the core of our community. Liquor retail laws have damaged struggling liquor stores to
satisfy large corporations.
I've never been able to understand the city bus routes. | never can tell which bus to get
on to get where | want to go. It’s like trying to read Latin. So as a result, | don’t take
advantage of public transit.
Education materials should be available for active transportation for cities and
communities to understand multi-modism.
Friendly driver program, bike safety classes and other educational tools should be
expanded by pursing grants.

RAC Comments
Develop an online resource showing preferred bike routes and showing the most bike
friendly connections when separated paths/lanes are not present.
Explain validity of projects to officials/ public by showing economic impacts/ proof of
concept projects.
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Messaging should reach schools with all ages. Come up with an educational program for
better transportation outcomes.
Come up with marketing plan to highlight benefits of transit

5. Develop zoning regulations for better land use and transportation development
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Accessibility suggests that certain people have certain limitations regarding
transportation. Financial limitations and physical limitations are the most important
limitations to be considered. Financial limitations may be addressed best by ensuring
that land use and development patterns ensure that necessities are available without
the need to resort to travel by car
Building up, not out, so that more people are in one area that could support a robust,
frequently, and quality public transportation system
Transportation and land use must be one conversation. If we have a city like a bento
box, it demands a different type and intensity of transportation need than a city like a
pizza. We should aim for a city like a pizza, with less intense transportation need and
more diversity in land use within walkable/bike able areas.
Central Arkansas is too sprawling to have an effective bus network at the moment.
Investment in housing, retail, and commercial space around our urban core would pay
huge dividends for transportation. | would also like to see massive investment in the
development of a hub-and-spoke model of transportation development. Build bus
stations and then invest in the homeowners and business owners surrounding bus stops
Start with revisions to zoning code. Eliminate encouragement of curvilinear streets and
return to required street grid network. Zoning reforms should allow multifamily (up to 4
units) properties by right, and non-nuisance commercial activity by right in
neighborhood commercial districts and by conditional use everywhere else.
More multilevel parking decks to remove parking from streets, thus allowing walkers
and bikers to have easy pathways.
Remove the urban freeways and restore the grid of local streets.

RAC Comments
Adopt CARTS Accessibility Guidebook Standards
Strive against over-emphasis on parking which degrades the urban environment.
Integrate infrastructure planning with transit planning and operations.
Land use should complement multi-modal transportation with more mixed use.
Retrofit existing under-utilized property for new development such as parking lots and
abandoned commercial centers.
Strategically placed affordable housing near centers for employment and essential
services could increase availability of other modes.

6. Create connectivity within communities

o

o

o

improvements to accessible paths connecting essential services
More connecting streets to improve transportation infrastructure.
better neighborhood connectivity for bikes and peds
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A bridge to connect the Palarm Creek area on the North to the Hwy 10 area on the
South would address the future growth that is happening to the West of Little Rock
Accessible marketplaces in proximity to residential areas.

RAC Comments
Improve parks in central/developed areas of cities and connect these with multi-use
trails.
Utilize floodplains and utility easements to create a network of separated trails
Connect bike and pedestrian paths / trails across the region, especially within cities (i.e.,
where people live).
SW Trail
Regional trail system (commitment by Metroplan Board)
City bike plans and constructed trails
Freeways between neighborhoods should not hinder other modes, build more bridges,
improve current bridge, or construct deck parks to mend neighborhoods.
Railroads are impediments to some communities; they should be enhanced for safety
and grade separated where appropriate.
Dead end streets and cul-de-sacs should be discouraged
Encourage cross connectivity with new developments.
diets on collector streets that enhance multi-modal connectivity. Grid street patterns
should be written into master street plans. This can be touted from a safety standpoint.
Two-way streets should be implemented where one-way streets exist.
Block lengths should be smaller, and connectivity to other streets should be required in
master street plans.
Cities should reestablish alleys and incorporate shared streets.

7. Manage roadway congestion and maintenance
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Bikes, transit, walkable lives - can't do that if parking and average highway speed are
only considerations.

Why does a small city need public transportation? The city of Conway has experienced
tremendous growth in all areas EXCEPT street/road growth. We are still using the same
streets that we were using 30 years ago, those same streets now have to accommodate
4 times as many vehicles. With that, public transportation adds even more vehicles to
the already burdened roadways. In my optimum we need to be addressing the streets
rather than public transportation.

Stop expanding/widening freeways

Lower speed limits in the Cities.

Better roads

options for non-vehicular population need to be promoted and encouraged. Streets
need to be designed an maintained for all modes not just motorized vehicles

Priority stop lights

Stop widening interstate highways and begin planning for a world where single-
occupancy vehicle trips become less and less feasible.
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Please no more roundabouts - they are a hazard especially for the elderly

better road maintenance

Slow everything down. Prioritize public transport over highway building.

Functional bike lanes. The bike trails are great, but they are mainly for recreation. Bike
lanes are needed on some major thoroughfares. Also, light rail will alleviate commuter
congestion to and from major suburbs.

Giving existing lanes over to bicycle only usage.

Connect with Exit 108 on I-40/Morrilton Area

Identify clear active transportation corridors on long range plans.

Enhance landscaping/visual cues to indicate multi-modes are traveling on a corridor.
Have more physically separated paths with barriers like street trees and on street
parking to help buffer.

Maintenance of safety features should be prioritized.

Have more access management.

Close down streets at certain times to cars and make them active transportation only.
Stop widening highways through Little Rock!

Less focus on building mega highways and focus on rail.

Need another bridge to the west of 430

| am not an engineer. | am a citizen who has had to endure the horrible street dept
decisions that Conway officials have made in the last 30 years I've lived here. The issue
in my opinion is that we don’t have a good plan, and do not have proper engineering
folks that know how to fix the issues. Secondly, we have a city that is RUN by—builders.
| could name at least 3 off the top of my head, those three along with their collaboration
with the city council are indirectly responsible for the traffic flow problems that we
currently have. Build, build, build, yet let’s not address how we are gonna get all these
people to/from work/home. ....and this does not even address the wasteful spending

Encourage the adoption of complete street policies by every jurisdiction

that we have all seen.

Promote a multi-modal focus when planning state facilities

Well planned system of access ramps can reduce freeway travel times.

Infrastructure should be provided for the coming advent of widespread electric vehicles.
Mitigate the physical separation of neighborhoods with enhanced multi-modal bridges
and deck parks (particularly on 1-630, I-30 downtown, University ave).

Shoulders on major roads should be bigger and better maintained for emergency
vehicles.

Switchable lanes that can accommodate rush hour traffic should be studied.

Access management should be incorporated into the planning stage of every project.
Signal coordination should be a priority to make corridors more efficient

Invest in fiber optics and other communication technologies to increase use of
technology in transportation.
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Enhanced wayfinding features like signs should be used for transit, pedestrian, and bike
facilities.
Communication technologies between buses and stop lights should be implemented.

8. Prioritize safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities
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Physical limitations may be addressed similarly by proximity plus by ensuring that public
rights of way are inclusive and designed to permit comfortable use by persons with
physical limitations or handicaps

More dedicated bike paths for inter-city travel.

Protected cycle lanes instead of parking spaces in appropriate areas downtown

bike lanes

Build more trails

Bike lanes and shared use trails

Create bike lanes so citizens can safely get to and from places

sidewalks and bike lanes

Creating more bicycle friendly roadways, especially on and around highways, for
example the Creek Turnpike in Tulsa, Oklahoma, reserved right of way for a separate
cycling path. Map of available transportation pickups visible while walking

Rail system

Some sort of metro train or trolly that goes across the city to alleviate the pressure of
the bussing system

Assistance with elderly people who aren’t able to afford some programs, or ride the bus
Expand bus routes

Increase frequency of public transit. Ad bike lanes and walking routes. More emphasis
on sCe pedestrian crossings.

My sister has a large, very heavy mobility chair that is difficult to transfer. We have a
wheelchair van, but | think most cannot afford. | have a high risk of losing my vision as |
age and need a walkable neighborhood with access to public transport.

Bike lanes added; however, should NOT be on narrow two-lane state highways.
Sidewalks!!! more sidewalks in all neighborhoods

Require sidewalks on all future streets

Require pedestrian infrastructure on all state highway system bridges and overpasses
Utilize floodplains and utility easements to create a network of separated trails

Make bike facilities part of master street plans and roadway cross-sections like
sidewalks.

I would construct walking/biking trails spidering throughout the city connecting
neighborhoods to one another as opposed to walking unsafely by roadways. | would
increase city busses and system connecting them to other cities.

Safe sidewalks, crosswalks and crossing lights for pedestrians at intersections. | would
bike a lot more often if there were guards (concrete barriers) or dedicated bike
paths/trails to major service areas.

Protected bike lanes. Better ADA curb cuts.
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Transportation inequity is apparent by so many roads being built for cars-only. The
message that you're only allowed to have transportation if you are willing/able to drive
your own private vehicle is very clear, as demonstrated by lack of sidewalks and
complete streets for multiple modes of transportation.

More trails connecting the River Trail to other parts of the city, bigger bike racks on
buses, public-transit-only highway lanes

Additional bike lanes and closing the "Dillard's Gap" on the Arkansas River Trail.
Increase walkability of Little Rock with better sidewalks, lighting, and other urban design
features to promote pedestrian and cycling safety. For example, Two Rivers Park is
extremely popular, but it still requires a vehicle to get to and experience.

Better sidewalks and water drainage

Walkable neighborhoods with sidewalks. Mini Parks.

Start with essential services and ensure they are connected to their own neighborhoods.
Can kids walk to school? Brady Elementary is a perfect example. Adults can hardly walk
there, so how do we send a 1st grader? Schools, groceries, libraries, post offices, bus
stops (coffee shops)

Better bike and walk routes. We are too much car based

Active transportation routes for bikes and pedestrians that are safe. More bus routes
with more frequent stops.

More areas where walking and biking as a form of transportation is safe. Example—a
safe way to cross Cantrell for pedestrians and bikers in the Riverdale area

Keep transporting my bicycle. Do not change your bus line because it goes right by my
house

Protected mid block crossings, like pedestrian refuges, should be installed on multi-lane

Require sidewalks on all future streets.

corridor crossings.

Require pedestrian infrastructure on all state highway system bridges and overpasses
Disjointed pathways and sidewalks should be mitigated by funding more studies for
active transportation and prioritizing connectivity.

Local policies should require sidewalk construction with building permits.

Identify more grant opportunities for bike ped networks.

Pathway widths should be expanded to accommodate bike ped modes together.
Sidewalks are put in piecemeal; they should be installed as they connect an entire
corridor instead.

HAWK signals could be utilized on major corridors to enhance ped safety.

Use demonstration projects at strategic location for under- utilized Pedestrian
accommodations like HAWK signals, pedestrian scrambles, pedestrian underpasses, and
other roadway crossing techniques.

Fix broken pedestrian- bike infrastructure and maintain it.

Make pedestrian infrastructure more inviting with shade trees or other shading
methods.



Signal coordination should be a priority to make corridors more efficient

Invest in fiber optics and other communication technologies to increase use of
technology in transportation.

Enhanced wayfinding features like signs should be used for transit, pedestrian, and bike
facilities.

Communication technologies between buses and stop lights should be implemented.

lll. Reliable, resilient, and safer transportation and environments
1. Expand transit routes and services

O

Mas autoridad relacionada con el transporte publico. (More authority related to public
transport.)

It seems like smaller buses would be a big benefit, because the large ones always look
empty.

Have transportation | to Little Rock from the smaller towns that surround LR

Bus stops in well-lit areas, longer bus operation times - especially on Saturday and
Sunday

Make public transportation services more reliable.

Rock Region Metro is on the right path with their new initiatives; easy to access and safe
waiting areas for public transit need to be available by neighborhood; door to door
transit for those unable to drive also needs to be easily available and affordable

Free bus transportation

Rideshare,

Design and build bus stations with collaboration from community. Offer Wi-Fi at bus
stations and make them pieces of art where people want to gather. Change stigma of
riding bus.

See my answer for the question above. Fighting sprawl is the number one issue.
Underfunding RRM is another huge problem. They can't achieve critical ridership mass
because the busses are inconsistent, they take too long to get anywhere, and their
hours are too short. If they became more useful, people would ride them. | think they
could also be more usefully integrated with last-mile transportation. Busses should stop
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less but they should stop at critical, dense places that have clear walking paths, bike
lanes, scooters, Ubers, and park-and-ride options as they are necessary to connect
riders.

Better access in lower income neighborhoods to higher income neighborhoods

I’'m not too sure, | think the transportation system we have takes pretty good
precautions (bus systems).

Light rail and smaller buses would be one way. If you state we don’t get enough people
using the transportation then add smaller buses until they can add funding to increase
usage. Put pickup points at large apartment complexes and give them incentive to use.
Re-structure the route system to best address the needs of your existing and potential
clientele. It's more difficult figuring out a trip on the bus than flying to Germany.

Test more frequent bus routes to cities and areas outside of Little Rock/NLR

Create attractive bus options for west LR, Cabot, Conway, etc. to easily travel into the
city.

Light rail system

Half measures don't work. A bus that doesn't run when people need it, or runs once an
hour, might as well not exist.

Light rail, electric buses, more bike lanes, easy ride share opportunities

public transit most be on time and connect to jobs, health care and shopping

Light rail systems to suburban areas to and from Little Rock.

Focus on light rail and public transport options. They are much safer and accessible
than cars.

Keep trying to ensure mass transit.

Reduce the dependence on automobiles. Create passenger rail / commuter routes and
connect them to existing bus routes.

Revamp the bus system

Make it accessible 7 days a week. And frequent.

Promote the later transportation options and publish the costs. | have no idea what it
cost to ride, nor do | know if | have to have exact change, cash, credit/debit card.

Light rail

If we are going to have transportation it must be reliable and safe for everyone. Placing
run down things are used things with no quality solves nothing.

More robust and reliable public transit

Manned stations, cost effective incentives & transportation cost assistance

Live cameras in transit waiting areas. Clean waiting areas. User friendly transit
schedules.

More routes, and ones that go north and south, so that you don’t have to go all the way
downtown. Maybe a transfer point in midtown would facilitate this

we need connectivity and reliable scheduling of public transportation

Build a transportation system that white people will use....they think they are too good
for buses, etc. stop widening highways in downtown Little Rock. You're
changing/destroying communities.



O O O O

©)

o

O

Bus Rapid Transit should be pursued with dedicated lanes
Utilize smaller vehicles and rideshare technology for ease of use.
Technology Transit signal priority.
Connections to grocery stores, churches, restaurants, schools, parks etc. that are not all
car centric. Convenient and timely bus transportation.
RAC Comments
Bus Rapid Transit should be pursued with dedicated lanes
Utilize smaller vehicles and rideshare technology for ease of use.
Technology Transit signal priority.

2. Street design
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Any speed limit designated over 20mph within an incorporated city should require
examination of the surrounding land uses, establishment of appropriate buffers and
protections for bikers and walkers, unless prohibited. Second, engineered design speeds
should not exceed speed limits. Every city should adopt vision zero.

Design rights of way for "the least of these." Place safety of walking humans as the top
of priority of street design, and reduce the default design speed for local streets to no
more than 20 mph.

Emphasis on better city streets rather than engaging freeway system.

Decrease reliance on high-speed freeways.

Better street lighting.

Safe roads with visible approaches to Interstate and clearly marked exits.

Design, maintenance and funding should be aimed at safety for all modes not just
motorized vehicles

Better access to downtown from west Little Rock —

Engineered design speeds should be less than or equal to the speed limit, and local
street speed limits should not exceed 20 mph.

Assure that roadway redesign includes pedestrian and cycle safety without reinforcing
auto-centric design, avoiding over ambitious and expensive construction.

Allow local neighborhoods to reduce vehicle speed limits to 15 mph in residential or
pedestrian areas. Create physically separated pathways for pedestrians, bikes, and
scooters. Work with the legislature and DFA to do some sort of automatic speed limit
enforcement system where the registered vehicle pays a small fee for speeding.
Abandon the archaic Highway Department's speed at all costs and adopt more
intelligent urban design concepts.

Better lighting on streets and lane markings on roads for night driving

Bike routes, complete sidewalks separated from the road, slower speed limits on all
“streets”. Nothing in a residential area should be over 30. “Roads” can have higher
speeds, but there should be alternate ways to access businesses.

Reduce cars on neighborhood roads

Raised crosswalks and scramble crosswalks

less vehicle-oriented road network. More complete streets

Slower vehicle speeds overall through use of road diets.
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RAC comments
Prioritize roundabouts in lieu of four-way stops and signalized intersections to promote
more reliable, resilient, and safer intersections.
Encourage narrower residential streets to reduce speeds, calm traffic, and improve
safety for all road users
Reduce curb radii in areas with higher pedestrian traffic
Shared street concepts should be adopted to make it safer for all modes on certain
facilities.
Encourage connectivity between residential subdivisions for multiple modes to help
avoid piling cars up on a few highspeed roadways.
Reduce speeds on facilities with better roadway design and built environments.
Street Network Density should be increased to slow traffic down
Create enhanced shoulders that are bigger and well maintained.
Install roundabouts at dangerous intersections

3. Zoning and land use changes

o

Again, building up not out - more incentive for denser or middle housing development
could be a start.

Increase mixed use options, including parkways, sidewalks and bike paths.
Redevelopment of known crime areas

Focus on building 15-minute cities. Eliminate the mandatory use of cars - cars should not
be required to live. Instead, cars should be used to make life more convenient.
Mandating the use of a car through design makes life less convenient and less safe.
More guarded parking decks to allow safe walking and biking around businesses and
parks.

Planning 101. And get rid of mandatory parking minima. That does nothing but force
folks to drive. If they want to drive, let them. But as a property owner, | should have
the choice on whether to build a 2-acre lot or a reasonable lot close to transit.

9. Manage roadway congestions and maintenance

o

During COVID19, | had to result to other means of transportation to and from work. It is
already a risk just driving having safe and reliable routes, less or more traffic lights in a
certain area is needed and appreciated

Less vehicles on the road is better safety for our families.

We depend too much on I-40 (and Hwy 365) to connect Conway to Little Rock. It's good
we also have 64 to 107 to get to North Little Rock, but the other options such as AR60 to
113 to Hwy 10 are not so great. I'm glad there's theoretically a river trail connection but
I've never tried to follow it. Could there be a river shuttle?

Do not build more freeways, do not expand existing freeways, return downtown
neighborhood streets to two-way (especially Broadway Ave). This will spread traffic out
to many traffics and will reduce speeding.

Central Arkansas is largely a commuter community. Better highways and roads to get
safely into and out of the city are important, but trends of more online work and moving
away from densely populated cities suggests that future trends will rely more heavily on
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reliable and resilient Internet connectivity and less on public transportation around a
downtown urban area.

Stop building freeway and flyovers and focus on building green

We have to be prudent without use of fuel taxes. Private/Public partnerships for road
repair and construction.

Hire engineers that can improve timing of traffic signals. End law of giving pedestrians
right of way when crossing streets. Must cross with light signals. Particularly fix the
crosswalk situation on Central Ave at Oaklawn.

Reduce focus on cars. Stop the 1-30 corridor expansion through downtown Little Rock
until a full environmental impact study has been conducted. Shift the 1-30 designation
through downtown Little Rock to 1-440 to shift traffic out of an area that is becoming
denser and walkable, and would become more so without a massive freeway expansion.
Stop freeway expansion

Should have fought 30 crossing harder. We don’t need bigger expressway

Having transportation systems that are based on cars-only show weaknesses when
there are disrupting events, such as snow/ice, traffic, accidents, or construction.
Resilient transportation shouldn't have to shut down an entire city because there are no
options available other than cars

Ensure collector capacity is maintained by limiting driveways on residential collector
street

Use performance management to evaluate transportation facilities

Well planned system of access ramps can reduce freeway travel times.
Have more access management plans.

Limit turning motions with access management to increase predictability.
Maintenance of our existing system including signs and roadway markings can make
travel safer

Routing freight movement to different routes.

Investment in maintaining our current infrastructure to avoid delays.
Consider the effects of autonomous trucks and freight movement.
Limiting one-way streets to avoid confusion enhance safety for all modes
More comfortable safety with physical separation

Dedicated crossing/ automated crossings with flashing beacons

Improve maintenance on bike/ pedestrian facilities. Regular cleanings.
Dedicated bike trails instead of on road facilities.

Transit: Easy to access bus stops. More shelters and amenities. Signage.
Street beautification, lighting safety.

HOV lanes encourage care pooling.

Restricted truck lane

Sync traffic lights

Continuous sidewalks/ infrastructure for pedestrians and bikes
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Reduce impediments to walking and bikes.

Transit: utilize more express vans, drop off and pickups.

Future subdivisions have accommodations for future use of transit.
Intersections must be improved for travel time reliability

Adaptive signal control should be utilized on arterials.

4. Safety and Traffic enforcement

o
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More resources for traffic violation enforcement (people running red lights, driving
drunk, etc).

More police presence

Have a transit Police or local law enforcement patrol public transportation more.

more police resources for safer environments

I've never ridden any Little Rock public transit. Safety would be a concern.

Change the law to allow our local police to use their remote radar and plate readers for
traffic enforcement in our residential neighborhoods. We have some wannabe NASCAR
drivers in mom’s minivans driving like maniacs and running stop signs, and it’s only a
matter of time until some seniors, dog walkers or kids playing in their front yard get
killed or seriously injured. The registered owner of the vehicle getting a expensive
citation in the mail might be the only way to put a stop to it in time.

Copy the safety model used in Argenta in more places. It is so great to go down there
and feel safe as they have an officer/security person to walk or drive you in a golf cart to
your spot whether it is a restaurant, a bar or theater or back to your car.

Improve security at the central bus station and put in more guest services people to
help keep people from getting harassed

10. Seek additional funding for better transit services

5.
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Significantly increase investment in public transportation.

Investment in public transit.

Provide dedicated funding to Rock Region METRO and decrease the funding spent on
roadways. More transit, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is necessary.

More funding

Reimagine local environment and municipal partnerships

?? Study other successful programsin U.S.

It’s more important to me than it is to Metroplan. Small towns should not make
decisions that affect my quality of life and my neighborhood.

Environmentally friendly transportation options

O
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| would consider having mid-sized, electric vehicles to start which would hopefully save
on harmful emissions.

Lower emission tram system

Electric buses

Gradually phase in buses that run on clean energy sources.

Have mass transit that is well maintained and ecofriendly.
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More environmentally friendly transportation options, like hybrid or electric buses,
encouraging Ride share/lime scooters/bike share, etc. build flowerbeds around bus
stops to help beautify the community.
Electrifying ALL forms of transportation in the city. Investing in the electric charging
infrastructure
Electric Busses
Link interstate environmental impact studies that are meaningful. How does exhaust
impact asthma rates in inner cities? How does investment in interstate infrastructure
diminish investment in mass transit and walkable urban neighborhoods?
Livable Communities

Encourage more car-pooling and bikeshare.
Upgrade Transit fleet to be more efficient
Coordinate traffic signals and install roundabouts to decrease idling cars.
Encourage active modes of transportation by reducing incentives for driving.

= Limit parking and accommodate bike-ped infrastructure

6. Prioritize safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities
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Keep cars away from Bikes/Pedestrians as much as possible, more reliable public
transport throughout state.

separation of pedestrian and bike lanes from vehicle traffic lanes

Cut down the cars; focus on the people.

Build infrastructure to prevent car and pedestrian/ bicycle collisions.

Improved sidewalks and segregated bike lanes.

Build more trails.

More sidewalks in cities

Emphasis on safety and prioritizing pedestrians and biking

When broadening a road, safety for cyclists and pedestrians should always be included
in design. Intersections should keep in mind other modes of transportation besides cars
and buses. Sidewalks should be included and maintained on at least one side of the
road, preferably the side that makes the most logistical sense for pedestrians.
Currently, cycling for commute is very dangerous in Arkansas, and the United States in
general. The average commute in the United States is 15 miles, this is well within the
capability of a road bicycle, and could easily be a viable option for commuters if
roadways were safer.

bike and pedestrian friendly streets with speed calming strategies

Allocate more protected bike lanes throughout the city

close the loop on the River Trail behind Dillards

Dedicated bike lanes rather than a dirty uncleaned shoulder lane to ride on would be
much safer

Safe transportation environments also don't allow pedestrian thoroughfares or
crossings that force pedestrians out into the street, or fail to protect them at crossings
(i.e., Cedar Hill and Cantrell, why is there even a crossing signal there, somebody will get
killed).
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Increased lighting in high traffic zones (for pedestrians and cyclists), increased walkable
trails/areas throughout the city, and enhanced connection to main city area and
affordable food options with historically high-poverty and/or racially identifiable
communities.
More sidewalks and wider bike lanes on the way to a bus stop.
There should be areas within communities where walking is promoted and cars are
prohibited. Transportation can then be to those areas, but not within those areas. Those
areas would ideally include homes, schools, businesses, parks and restaurants.
Widespread walking/biking trails.
Safe connectors to bikeways.
More pedestrian/bike lanes. Bike rental stands, Promotion of farmer’s markets and
other locally owned businesses
Keep adding bike routes that connect communities instead of focusing on just the river
front. Encourage connecting bike trails between cities
There is a difference between recreational bike riding and riding to work. Recreational
bike riding should not endanger other people
We're in a moment of racial reckoning. Why is it three times more likely for black
people to get hit by a car while walking or biking in Central Arkansas vs. white people
and what are we going to do about it?

RAC Comments
Make bike facilities part of master street plans and roadway cross-sections like
sidewalks.
Identify clear active transportation corridors on long range plans.
Enhance landscaping/visual cues to indicate multi-modes are traveling on a corridor.
Have more physically separated paths with barriers like street trees and on street
parking to help buffer.
Education materials should be available for active transportation for cities and
communities to understand multi-modism.
Protected mid block crossings, like pedestrian refuges, should be installed on multi-lane
corridor crossings.
Friendly driver program, bike safety classes and other educational tools should be
expanded by pursing grants.
Maintenance of safety features should be prioritized.
Have more access management.
Close down streets at certain times to cars and make them active transportation only.
Limit block lengths.
Provide more pedestrian refuges.
Requiring paths between subdivisions
Maintenance of bike ped facilities
Identify under-utilized routes to accommodate multi modes, bike- ped.



IV. Innovation in Transportation and Land Development
1. Prioritize safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities

More bicycle lanes

Completion of a regional cycling network. Cycling is a proven economic development
engine.

Develop our land in a way that would allow more biking/walking areas.

Innovative transportation for sprawled cities like ours is very much needed, but I'm not
sure what that would look like. As far as land development goes, imagining walkable
residential areas with basic needs close by (grocery, park/gym, restaurant) would be
great. Right now, our residential areas are secluded, and even the ones that do not have
walking trails to those neighborhood amenities

o Bike/walking trails

o Emphasis on foot and bike traffic.

o Better planning for walkable neighborhoods

o Focus on active transportation and public transit over private car ownership

o better infrastructure for bikes and peds - more bike trails.

o By continuing construction of the southwest trail from little rock to hot springs, another
initiative could be to seek out easements and install separate cycling infrastructure
along highways during maintenance projects.

o Improve green spaces, more parking

o definitely more access for pedestrians and bicycles.

o Please create more livable/ walkable spaces.

o Continued support and development of the Southwest Trail

o Interconnecting bike lanes throughout the city. Dedicated bike lanes would be much

safer than riding on the side of the street on a shoulder lane.

o . Develop beautiful walking and biking trails to really promote the use of alternative
modes of transportation
Extend River trail along the river behind Dillards Corp
Honestly, just having sidewalks that aren’t broken, and bike lanes on the most popular
routes would be huge.

RAC Comments
o Well maintained sidewalks, bigger sidewalks in business districts.
o Providing secure bike parking at employment sites.
2. Increase transit routes and options

o Necesitamos transportacidén publica que sea amigable con el medio ambiente.
(We need public transportation that is friendly to the environment.)

o Railway would be beneficial to neighboring cities, Conway, Benton/Bryant,
Cabot, etc

o As stated previously, Pre-COVID19, Rock Region Metro was my faithful mode

transportation and then it all stopped with warning but no alternative.



Improve efficiency in public transportation through more advanced technology
and better planned routes. Connect more areas via public transportation. Give
varied and reasonable choices for methods of transportation. (All things that
have scarcely been done in central Arkansas)

public transportation.

Lower speed limits within the city. Round-a-bouts, Road diets and anything to
slow traffic down.

streetcar/expansion of trolley system

Commuter parking lots would be nice for those working and shopping in areas
where they can catch smaller vans or vehicles that can deliver people to their
destinations

Move to next generation transportation. (Am | dreaming? Yes! But start now!)
Those methods are building robust public transportation systems

If we want to innovate in transportation, we should look to build dedicated bus
lanes and electrify our fleet.

A above ground subway style train

some manner of public transit in the towns. Conway has essentially no public
transit unless you count school buses and the on-demand transit available to
savvy handicapped persons.

I'd like to see us look at the Hyper Loop technology and become an early adopter
so we can be ahead of the grain compared to the states around us. This will
enable us to connect our citizens to bigger markets/metros in the surrounding
states and give is a competitive edge to better channels of income and education
while retaining great living here in Arkansas.

For land development the incentive structure is all wrong. For transportation
people need to see it work before they will buy in

Take the trolley off the track - it’s a tourist attraction, not an effective
transportation method

Develop a light rail system to connect central Arkansas.

Future proof ourselves, we could be a leader in new technologies and embrace it
now instead of waiting and being a follower. We should look into being available
for Hyperloop and other electric and magnetic technologies along with other
technologies that are sustainable and transformative to both transportation and
the new economy. "If you build it they will come" is an attitude that must be
embraced in Arkansas, vs the old school " little brother" syndrome so many in
the state have to our neighboring states. Let's lead first, we have plenty of land
to try new technologies and the ability for those businesses to manufacturer and
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train and support from right here in Central Arkansas. We're already a huge
"transportation" hub, we need to maximize our potential

Those vans with bicycle racks which come when summoned should work if
ridership becomes more sparse.

Light rail systems between central AR cities

Pedicabs

Need Marta (Atlanta) to get people in from suburbs verses building more
freeways that destroy neighborhoods. l.e. Cabot, Bryant, Conway to start.
Light rail in and around the metro, more bus routes with electric busses
Electrifying the fleet of buses

Provide incentives for additional transportation service providers. App to
schedule trips, pay for trips. Ensure passenger safety with safety officers.

Light rail connecting downtown LR and the city would be great
Perhaps a cadre of vehicles that operated on the Uber model could be used to
help people who need public transportation to come to their homes rather than
having to walk several blocks to a bus stop
Transit oriented development hubs where land uses supports the public transit
while maintaining a walkable node for surrounding mixed use areas
electric buses
Need a simple rail roundabout system that connects areas of Saline, Faulkner,
etc to Pulaski

RAC Comments
Pursue transit ridership plans with employers in the region.
Commuter parking lots and shuttles.
Bike racks on transit vehicles, micro transit options (minivans).
Have more cross links in transit system. Less of a spoke and wheel transit system.
More commuter parking lots with and express service

Form zoning regulations that allow for active neighborhoods

(@)

@)

@)

Planning of layouts and zoning
Nicer neighborhoods for lower socioeconomic population

codify alternative transportation paths and access into development
requirements region-wide
Zoning laws. Mandatory maximum (car) parking. Require bike parking and

connectivity; for commercial property, make it street facing, with a maximum set
back; parking in the rear.

You would need updated things to make it last and to make a good impression
for people to want to use it

and re-developments as they relate to the surrounding developments or desired
development.



Work to combine efforts of all local planning commissions and land use
committees in Central Arkansas to reflect more common goals and objectives.
Partner with innovative developers.

If innovation is the alignment of land use and transportation, work with
regulation to allow innovation
There is a perception, and may be a reality, that land development is too heavily

influenced by developers, and that plans are too often amended to benefit the
developers and the community. There needs to be a better balance, and there
are many options that could provide that balance. For example, staff and
petitioner could meet and discuss the request in a setting conducive to problem
solving and compromise. The various public commissions/committees that
conduct reviews and hearings could be structured to include neighborhood
advocates AND have meeting schedules that allow attendance in non-9 - 5 hours.
On the reports that go to the decision-making entity, there could be a line item
for neighborhood comments/concerns. There should be strict compliance with
the approved, published plans unless there are significant changes in the subject
property and surrounding areas. We should look at innovative development
codes and stop regulating and doing business the same old way. We should find
a way to reward developers that help meet various community goals. Significant
changes are occurring, and our codes and practices are not keeping pace, i.e.,
climate change, working at home, escalating income inequality.

and build dense communities where it's safe and feasible to engage in active
transportation.

Eliminate parking minimums and incentivize the infill of parking lots in Little Rock
and Argenta with new development.

More mixed-use development.

Don’t sacrifice land to over development that ends up becoming a wasted hole
of a building. Challenge developers to develop long range (show data) plans that
could provide large business yet be divided if they fail into smaller buildings.

Add space above to encourage people to live there.

Make better zoning decisions, that are more sensitive to the existing neighbors
and do not approve large developments where they are inappropriate, listen to
the people who are landowners, listen to people's concerns and address them.
Focus on inner city issues and stop the flow of migration west

Stop clear cutting for subdivisions. Start with a more cohesive plan for shopping
centers that can be reached easily by different modes of transportation, like by
bus or on foot rather than just by car.

For land development the incentive structure is all wrong.
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Take the trolley off the track - it’s a tourist attraction, not an effective
transportation method. Land development should be thoughtful and always
include walkability and a neighborhood community focus - not just commercial
or residential, but a mixed use.

Review unnecessarily restrictive zoning and consider more mixed-use
applications.

Zoning codes do not need to be innovative, instead cities should allow for

developers to be creative. Also adopting a uniform language and approach to
zoning will broaden the pool of developers across the region, instead of each
having to start at zero when crossing into a new city.

Rezone commercial areas as mixed use. Allow more development as of right so
long as it is only a little higher / more dense than neighbors.

Stop allowing developers to create unmitigated sprawl without proper
infrastructure planning.

Drop required parking minimums

Look way back into history pre-car, increase density to reinvent neighborhoods.

End R1 zoning. Period.
Better development and foresight as to what the area, neighborhoods, or city

should look like in 10-20yrs. Don’t look at now, look into the future and what
kind of city do we want to be.

Dense infill instead of continued western sprawl. Food deserts eliminated.
Encourage communities to adopt shared entryways for business parking lots so
they’re not all individual entrance/exits.

RAC Comments
Identify abandoned or underutilized properties that can be developed into
pocket parks and greenspace.
Allow cities more flexibility in retrofitting and improving state facilities
Reduce minimum lot size requirements in development regulations. Allow
subdivisions with more public open space and reduced lot sizes.
Promote sustainable and efficient greenfield development
Emphasize re-purposing structures that are going vacant, especially in retail

(suburban) and office (often urban) areas, recognizing vacancy as opportunity.

Land use should be mixed to encourage different modes of transportation.
Incorporate trail easements into subdivision/ city regulations

Access agreements with utility easements

Develop more parks and greenspaces

O

O

O

Be intentional in ensuring that there are parks/green spaces near business and
entertainment districts.

More parks for everyone to enjoy which will bring more jobs

| hate to see lands cleared of big beautiful trees and paved.



Require more green space, green roofs if flat, so the plants can absorb the carbon
monoxide to produce more oxygen. Have garden spaces to sell produce or supply to
homeless shelters to reduce food costs and provide healthier meals.
beautify parks, trails, and green spaces
Create safe public gathering areas to utilize undeveloped land.
More green spaces/parks

RAC Comments
Make more use of the Arkansas River, Fourche Creek, and possibly other waterways to
develop a higher-quality urban environment.

Create connectivity within communities
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Have an overall plan for connecting new areas with multiple modes of
transportation to include pedestrian, bicycle, vehicle.

connectivity is so important. people need to easily go from home, to
work/school and to parks/community gardens, markets...

RAC Comments
Wayfinding.
Apps for all trails.
Dedication for trails in regulations.
Cities should dedicate funding to trails in their budgets.
More robust wayfinding to trails
More dedicated trails.
Have an active transportation plan.

Manage traffic volumes and maintenance

@)
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Central Arkansas is way behind the curve in managing growth, promoting mixed-
use development, curbing expensive sprawl development and adopting best
practices in land use planning.

Land development is haphazard in Little Rock with no clear policy planning.

Current board of directors approves 99% of applicants with no independent
review or monitoring. Planning commission simply accepts without question
developers proposal. Little Rock minimum standards are woefully inadequate

Safer methods of traffic distribution (roundabouts).

Shadows

Traffic circles

Roads are important for industry, families, and people with disabilities, but the

roads in downtown don’t need 3 full lanes for a one-way road. Blke lane, bus
lane, car lane, for example.

require intermodal transportation design elements to be integrated to new
Alternative ways to cross busy intersection such as overpasses and underpasses
Traffic lights should be sensory to reduce idling time at red lights. We need more
roundabouts! Any streetlamps installed should aim the light down onto the
street to prevent unnecessary light pollution toward our dark skies.



Evidence shows that widening highways encourages more and longer trips in the
short term and incentivizes people to live farther away from work and other
destinations in the long term (induced demand). Other communities have
learned this lesson and are actually tearing down highways. Why can't we learn
these lessons?

Maybe we can encourage more commercial traffic via river and rail

Less emphasis on highways. More emphasis on calming traffic in urban areas.
Re-structure the route system based on a polling of existing and potential
customers. Stop encouraging development of green space by widening
interstates downtown. Re-route through-traffic around the city center.
Telecommuting is here, and autonomous vehicles are in the commercial testing
phase. As far as land development, preparing for electric vehicles will be a major
undertaking and expense.

Answered on previous question. Regarding intermodal concepts, it’s time to
include Little Rock National Airport in the planning, specifically with construction
of space to eventually host a Federal Inspection Station/US Customs office for
international service as a port-of-entry

Quit catering to the automobile.

Replace the giant concrete freeway in downtown Little Rock with city streets
freeing up acres of land for redevelopment.

Better lighting on streets and lane markings on roads at night

More local shopping opportunities closer to residential areas, instead of big box
stores in mega centers would be nicer, allowing a short walk or drive to a
neighborhood grocery, hardware store, etc.

ban large trucks on local roads

Consider benchmarks and evidence-based data when designing. For some
reason, engineers still use outdated ideas or misperceptions for design (i.e.,
adding lanes will reduce traffic... we know that's not true). We don't have to
look far to peer or regional cities that are incorporating new and fresh ideas,
such as intersection re-design or traffic calming measures.

Every new road project should include elevated trains, bus lanes and bike lanes.
HOV lanes could help separate the semis from local traffic

We have to move away from a focus on building roads and big parking lots and
think more holistically about areas.

Boring Tunnel Loops similar to what Las Vegas has done to safely and quickly
move people to their destinations.

Stop expanding freeways and less parking lots

make large trucks take the interstate around little Rock not through the middle.



| would love to see us be at the forefront of both developing safe multi-modal

streets for bikes, cars, buses, walkers, etc. and developing plans for the biggest

innovations like self-driving cars that will make things safer in the long term
RAC Comments

Create a toolkit that demonstrates how on/off ramps and other higher volume

roads should be built in walkable urban environments

Evaluate the feasibility of road diets on roads with excess capacity/underutilized

lanes.

Utilize intelligent transportation systems to maximize system capacity and

resilience

Promote innovative intersection designs that can both increase safety and

decrease congestion

Ensure environmental consciousness

O O O O

Eco-friendly and sustainable infrastructure

| think the innovation should focus on making our current infrastructure more
environmentally friendly, and future infrastructure environmentally sustainable
and multi-use (reduce the amount of impervious surfaces, use rain gardens and
bioswales to reduce runoff and benefit pollinators, etc.)

By building high quality, environmentally sound buildings.

More plug-in stations for electric cars

| think that Central Arkansas should really just focus on using tried and true
methods to move folks from point A to point B with as few GHG emissions as
possible. Those methods are building robust public transportation systems and
build dense communities where it's safe and feasible to engage in active
transportation. If we want to innovate in transportation, we should look to build
dedicated bus lanes and electrify our fleet.

EV charging stations

Innovate by going green.

and integrating renewable energies like solar and wind

If electric cars are the future of transportation, then we need infrastructure to
address the needs of electric vehicles. We can start with progressive legislators
who will provide for this future. We need many charging stations and other
infrastructure that will support moving toward electric vehicles.

Embrace new technology. green energy and spaces inside little rock. HOW About
turning some parking lots in downtown into parking decks to better utilize the
space and if you put solar panels on the top they can produce energy and shade
the cars on the top deck. Win, win, win. cars don't get too hot. free energy
made. and more cars able to park in less space.

Safe and secure neighborhoods
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Make the city streets safe for walking and riding public transportation. Make the
stations/stops/depots well-lit and place cameras that can be monitored for
unusual activities.

Providing educational support for community input

O
O
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Funding
Grants for people to buy land for residential or commercial purposes

Try test projects for new tech options. This should be done in a way that the
general public can experience both the pluses and negatives on the new options

Gather public interaction on needs and ideas
Adapt best practices and information that is circulating now to specific Central

Arkansas conditions
Virtual and/or physical tours of existing transportation and lands, and
afterwards, breakout into small groups for deep dive dialogue. This will instill
curiosity, creativity, candor and cultivation of new ideas
I don't know. Study examples of best practices in similar cities that have
succeeded in this way.
Get out of Arkansas. Stop thinking like an Arkansan, or an American. Look
around the world at what works. Do that. Such closed-minded thinking here.
Invite companies such as Tesla to test transportation projects in the community.
Work with large employers to arrange for bike coaches to plan safe bike to work
routes with safe bike parking provided and perhaps showers, etc. employee
incentives off health insurance premiums.
Convince senators to exhibit less partisanship exploits (especially in social media
& news) in favor of infrastructure goals
We need to embrace current best practices and keep up with innovation.

RAC Comments
Fund a comprehensive study on ways to maximize freight transportation using
highways, air, water, and rail
Invest in the LR Port to take full advantage of its potential to be an economic
driver for the region
Educate businesses on the benefits of transit and how to utilize transit for
employees.
Encourage businesses to be active transportation friendly.
Communicate with public the benefits of trails and where they are located
Apps for transit riders for ease of use.
Wayfinding apps should be used for places of interest in the region (ability app.)



V.

Regional Identity and Collaboration
1. Work together on multi-jurisdiction projects

O
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Different municipalities and counties should work together to create more efficient
public transportation, entertainment, and economic activity. The regions can provide
things to each other that may be lacking in others. City governments should collaborate
on important projects when their views align.

Collaborate with other cities.

Work with NLR

Work together collaborate on ideas

Together we have the possibility of more resources, serving a greater good, and insuring
a long-term solution.

Collaborate on large-scale projects that improve the quality of life for citizens across the
region. Similar to the Little Rock to Hot Springs bike trail.

A great example of this is the development of a regional shared-use trail network and
the Southwest Trail, but if you're talking about making it easy to live in Bryant and work
in Little Rock, the unintended negative consequences of those investments will make us
less competitive.

Working together on multi-jurisdiction projects. Adopting and implementing similar
plans for a regional approach

Partnering with surrounding communities is beneficial

The only thing | personally care about regional collaboration is cost sharing in
infrastructure

Common planning for waste and stormwater similar to Central AR Water. Better
coordination for regional biking like SW Trail.

Arkansas is a rural state, and our city has a lot of commuters from surrounding areas.
We need to be better at providing affordable, climate friendly, collaboration
opportunities

Also | would like to see and hear more collaboration between our local governments.
This to me would give more of a sense of community in central AR. We’re all in this
together!

With Little Rock and North Little Rock cities so near, it seems that we duplicate a lot of
services. All cities around this region could coordinate services so the burden would be
lighter on all.

Address legislation that prevents collaboration.

Not so concerned about developing our identity. Our identity will naturally evolve.
Regional collaboration is very important if we intend to serve more than the citizens of
LR. Regional collaboration should lead to better planning to serve the whole area.

I’m a native Arkansas but from one corner. | love living in the capitol city with a foot in
the Delta and a foot in the Ouachitas, with the Arkansas River right here. | love the city,
county, state and federal parks/public lands and sites. Most of all | love the diversity.



Complete proposed regional trail systems, such as the Southwest Trail and Tri-Creek
Greenway, identify new regional trail opportunities

Explore best way to implement Regional Mobility Authority and to create vehicles for
more efficient and sensible tax revenue for cross-jurisdictional transportation projects.

2. Communicate with one another
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Willingness and communication are the keys to collaboration.
Good communication
More communication between cities, more input from public....that is utilized
All these central Arkansas cities operate in a silo. They don’t work together.
Take ideas from other cities or help otter cities utilize our ideas to help them improve
Everyone needs to be on the same page and work together.
We have to all work together.
I would like to see Central Arkansas achieve regional collaboration and identity by
resisting the efforts of political activists from the two Coasts to impose a one-size-fits-all
solution on our vastly different circumstances. Folks are fleeing the large, densely
populated, authoritarian, heavily regulated, heavily taxed cities in favor or more
freedom, less regulation, and less taxation. Let's don't let the anti-automobile
bureaucrats and their lobbyists push us toward adopting solutions to problems that we
don't have and that their populations are fleeing.

RAC Comments
Coordinate among municipalities to encourage greater uniformity among the zoning
ordinances within the region
Encourage adoption of CARTS Model Zoning Code for smaller jurisdictions
Break down silos through conversations between jurisdictions
Hold quarterly County Caucuses with mid- and high-level leaders to share information
and discuss common issues and solutions
Examples of topics: multi-modal guidelines and model code

3. Diverse representation and Involvement
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Diverse representation. Women, rural areas, people of color

Our leaders and government need to reflect the makeup of our neighborhoods.
Incorporate local business

This would require communicating with neighborhood associations having a bigger say
than elected officials.

Perhaps begin with a “call for action” to get unidentified citizens who are unaware of
this to come onboard, to educate and share, and then dialogue for solutions. This would
be a marketing campaign. Also, lots of positive signage throughout the region.

It is very important to operate regionally so that less populated areas and rural areas are
included in the mass transit plans so that everyone has access.

Consistent & readily available notice of public issues

Need a 10-year plan with outreach
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Well, obviously a diverse committee/committee to plan collaborative events and
projects would be ideal but not sure that's possible these days.

This survey is excellent for community input.

Other ways to get community feedback is to think of ways to put the community at
work.

Regional collaboration will result in greater diversity and sustainable economic

development opportunities

Engage city stakeholders beyond mayors and county judges. Invite mid-level staff,
planning commissioners to table to find bottom-up solutions

Invite planning commissioners to speak with whole RAC

Connect businesses with transportation/transit planners to move workforce/reduce
need for parking (ex: UAMS)

Use video-conference to increase ease and frequency of conversations

Community Conversations that combine an educational webinar with collaborative
breakout sessions (ex: CDI, UAEX)

Connect RAC members to one another. Share information across RAC network

Invite stakeholders to participate in a more casual setting (food and beer). Organize
them around a general issue vs. a specific agenda

Have a forum for planners and other public works staffs from different jurisdictions to
get together to discuss common issues.

Focus groups in communities to discuss their needs and our plans

“Unofficial” lines of communication that can be edgier/more irreverent

Tailor messaging to a new generation using humor, new social media (like Tik Tok),
Use Pop Ups/tactical urbanism and walk audits (good way to focus on particular
neighborhood/connect important destinations) to educate participants about
multimodal transportation

Displays for information and public outreach where the people are at grocery stores,
events, churches, youth sports events.

Conduct Metroplan sponsored webinars for education.

Rock Region Metro bus tours, board/city staff field trips can help increase awareness of
new transportation ideas and encourage buy-in.

Information/guest articles in city/organizations’ newsletters (Ex: Bryant city newsletter,
NLR Proud magazine)

Distribute flyers in food boxes and along with other materials (We Care of Pulaski
County, Arkansas Minority Health Commission)

Market transportation for its impacts on health, safety, access to healthy foods,
economic development (to make it more “real” to people)

Include activity/performance for kids to attract parents to events

Regular walks/bike rides with city leaders (Ex: Mayor Farmer’s Saturday bike rides with
kids) to increase the multi-modal culture.

Find “trusted people and places” to disseminate information.

Put information in mail outs from city or city utilities.

Convene regular forums for collaboration and communication among stakeholders.



10. Create connectivity within communities and cities
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We have to look outside of just little rock. There are many ways to connect communities
with green spaces, trails. And parks

Via strong communities, well connected and livable communities

Increased connectivity from the north side of the Arkansas River to the south side, west
of Little Rock.

By creating cycling routes between various cities, along with allowing commercial
entities to have door stop access along paths, Arkansas could increase the growing
market of cycling tourism and growing demand of more environmentally and health
friendly methods of commuting.

Better coordination for regional biking like SW Trail.

Lots of parks, safe spaces for community events.

Go to the forgotten land on the county borders and look for opportunity to allocate
existing infrastructure or build new bicycle/pedestrian routes

Connecting different regional bike routes would be beneficial to me and other cyclists.

| live in Lonoke and | would love to see a biking trail that travels along Hwy 70 to our
downtown. | would like to see central AR really embrace the idea of sustainable
transportation. This is vitally important to not only our economics but the ability for
future generations to live a happy and healthy lifestyle.

Interconnect towns to allow destination biking

extend a regional greenway east to Lonoke!

4. Local collaboration and Identity

o

Hay que involucrar a laalcaldia,policia, sectores de gobierno local a que todos ayuden. (It
is necessary to involve the mayor's office, police, local government sectors to help all.)
Our neighboring cities, need to take some responsibility for their huge contribution to
backed up interstates. And people that live in these neighboring cities aren't really
contributing to our cities.

Embrace the weird. Let people fly whatever metaphorical flag they want. Culture is born
out of people being creative. If every neighborhood is cookie cutter and single family
residential only, there will be not destination to visit. Compare that to your favorite
neighborhood. Compare that to any neighborhood in existence prior to WW2.

Regional collaborations are important, primarily to cut through the tribalism. Central
Arkansas will only fulfill it's potential if we recognize, at the level of Mayor's and county
judges, that we're all in this together.

Use city planners and engineers.

Suburbs to Little Rock all do a better job in all areas. Cabot Bryant Maumelle north Little
Rock all have better governance

This really should be a local first not regional or statewide first. If the local issues are
handled well much of the regional issues will be lessened.

| would like for the communities surrounding Little Rock and NLR to stop being bedroom
communities that are draining resources from the urban center. | would like them to
find their own identities and use those to serve the greater region. Conway should really



lean in to being a college town where folks from Central AR can go to get educated.
Jacksonville and Cabot should lean in to providing wraparound services to the Air Force
Base. | love the idea of regionalism but it's extractive for families that have two adults
working in LR paying property taxes outside of the city, sending their kids to outside
school districts, and spending their money on nights and weekends outside of the city.
We need to invest in downtown to the point that there's a premium on living within
close proximity to the city center. Surrounding towns need to be able to exist on their
own while having regular access to the cultural amenities of Little Rock and providing
something of value to the entire metropolitan area.

Identity should be developed at the neighborhood level. Preservation of the history of
each neighborhood will help solidify identity, and help to preserve culture even in the
face of change. Government organizations should collaborate through realignment of
what entity provides services, and where logical some services should be delivered by a
single provider (think CAW).

It is more important to lead and plan for one’s self. The efforts of the central city will be
of mutual benefit to the region. Reliance on regional collaboration may not serve the
central city adequately.

Make preservation the urban core as important as the bedroom communities.

| would note that | take exception to the white flight exurbs (such Conway, Cabot,
Benton) having any say in transportation planning for Little Rock. Those who choose to
work in Little Rock and live elsewhere should swallow the consequences of living far
away, including the concomitant commute times. Residents of those exurbs and their
elected officials should have absolutely no say in destroying vital parts of Little Rock’s
downtown just to get a slightly shorter commute for the few years before induced
demand encourages more sprawl and pollution and those commute times shoot back
up.

as cities grow into one other those cities should be able to maintain their municipalities
as opposed to cities absorbing one another.

Great question. | think initiatives like Jump Start are a great way to go - focusing on an
area within a city and how to promote walkability within that area.

Our cities have WAY too much work to do internally to get to far, but they need to at
least have a team that questions how decisions will effect the region with oversight.

| don’t think anyone in Cabot, Conway, Benton, etc. should have much input in
developing permanent infrastructure in Little Rock. If you live in Conway, work in
Conway. Our needs in Little Rock are not the same in Jacksonville or Alexander.

By encouraging small businesses that operate in the core of the city... they are the ones
that give a unique identity and should be accessible, rather than all-roads-leading out of
town (I-30) towards the strip malls full of chain franchises that could be in any suburb.
Fewer beer stores might help with the lack of job opportunities for the youth in our
communities. Back before about 1983 any teen could get an after school & weekend
part time job at the neighborhood service station. When was the last time you saw
service of any kind when you got gas? Once they hang a beer permit on the wall....no



more jobs for teens because they can’t “handle” beer, no ringing up a sale, stocking
shelves or coolers, etc. so the smaller places won’t hire them. Kids with no job and too
much free time created the crime & gang problems in metro LR for the HBO Bangin in
the Rock movie, and nothing has changed with new generations coming on!

RAC Comments
Provide professional development that is ongoing and aimed at keeping vital
decisionmakers up-to-date with events, ideas and trends.

5. Regional Marketing

O

LR & NLR need to act more in concert with each other, and though we refer to ourselves
as central Arkansas, all municipalities in the area need to embrace LR/NLR as the heart
of the area and build a regional identity based on that.

Integrated community goals that are physically seen and used by all of Central Arkansas
I'm not knowledgeable enough about the current collaboration to comment. And I've
never seen evidence (in my 4 years of living here) of any regional marketing effort.

| think people are glad to identify with their neighborhoods, especially when they are
"showcase" or "destination" neighborhoods. We don't have many of those in Conway,
but there are several | can think of in Little Rock and North Little Rock. Collaboration can
involve those areas working together to support each other with marketing and transit.
Deemphasize political boundaries, emphasize single community of Central Arkansas.
Extend LR boundaries contiguous with Pulaski County!

You need a regional political entity with teeth and revenue. Turn Metroplan into an
elected regional board and give it a little tax revenue for regional transportation
projects

Eh I think we’re already doing a good job except we don’t push how much of a foodies
place the state is but that’s a tourism thing. The individual regions have their own
identifying aspects and are easily described and beyond a mass light rail state
collaboration the regions of the state seem to be able to collaborate when needed

We need a symbol like the Arch

Unsure how this works now to inform how it should go in the future. | know that | agree
with uniformity, however.

6. Expand transit routes and services
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Collaboration on a meaningful public transit system and a network of biking and walking
trails that is consistent in all areas.

More public transportation options between LR, NLR and outlying communities.

Find a way to provide public transportation across various counties.

Improved regional bus service that reduces the need for lane miles and parking in the
core of our region.

Work with other transportation systems in the area to find synergies. We can also look
to similar cities elsewhere for ideas.

we need more public transport that moves between areas



UALR, Little Rock, North Little Rock, and Maumelle, have differing populations with each
needing transportation.

Cities and towns should be connected via transit bus systems

Public transit between largest cities in all counties, single transit authority for entire
region

Bullet train to and from Conway. JK

I would like to see the trolley line extended and expanded and high-speed rails be
considered

Maybe be able to take public transportation to all of the counties in Central Arkansas. |
know that's one reason people that are used to good public transportation don't want
to live here. They care about the environment and want to live where people can use
public transportation.

Transit can't stop at the borders of piss-ant municipalities. Create a regional transit
planning authority, give them the stick, and to hell with Nimby-ism. If you don't do that
-- well, you get what we have now.

Expand mass transit/micro transit throughout CARTS region
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